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A TRUE KNIGHT. 
BY LILLIE E. BARR. 


eee and slight, but he stands erect, 
In the front of the noisy strife, 
Bravely fighting from day to day, 
In the sad, stern battle of life. 


Not for glory, and not for fame, 
Doth he press where the victors tread ; 
Great heart, quick brains, and ready hands 
Are but fighting for daily bread. 


‘‘ Only for bread! The gain were small 
And such strife might well be denied’ — 
Come, see the hands that break the bread, 
And the strugle is glorified. 


A pale young girl that waits for death, 
And waits by a dying mother ; 

Two little hungry half-clad boys 
Eagerly watching for ‘‘ brother.” 


Oh, but the loaf he brings at night 
Was not Bought—and the labor lost: 
Hunger and cold, and toil and scorn,— 
The angels have counted the cost. 


Brave little lad with tender heart 
That can hope in darkest weather : 
He is a knight that has won his spurs 
Though he hardly owns shoe-leather. 


NOW FOR WORK! 
BY JOHN HALL, D.D. 
; he seems natural to look out for some less formal 
word than “Brethren,” and some less heavy word 
than the double-barreled “ Fellow-laborer,” in writing 
a friendly line to Sunday-school teachers in the'gities, 

Comrades! the summer is past. We reverse the 
method of the old warrior-kings of the East, who went 
towar in the summer. We fight our better battles in 
the winter—battles against sin, ignorance, selfishness, 
and all forms of devil-service. And now we are in 
the beginning of our campaign. Let us think of some 
of the conditions of success. 

(1.) Know your pupils, not only their faces, but 
their names—their Christian names; and not these 
only but their homes and surroundings. In order to 
do this go and see them at home. We have six weeks, 
usually, of splendid weather before real winter closes 
the walks with snow. Make a point to have at least 
one visit made to each home from whence you get a 
scholar, during this time, and I promise you one 
happy reflection at your Thanksgiving dinner. And 
when you go, leave a good word for everybody in the 
house. Even the girl that opens the door ought 














somehow to know that sbe has let in a Christian, who 
learned to “be courteous.” There is a bit of homely 
gospel in a kindly smile. You need not preach, or 
lecture, or pry into things, but let them all see that 
you wish them well, and that in your judgment. the 
very best and nicest thing for all of them, big and 
little, is to let the Lord teach them in his Word. 


(2.) Master your lessons. That is more than learn- 
ing them. To study what some*of us have set down 
in a rather ponderous “exposition,” until you can say 
it in our words, or something like them, is a second- 
rate achievement. The first-rate is to be able to say 
the substance of it in your own tongue in which you 
were born, to talk it over in the language of the chil- 
dren. Then it is real to you; and then it will be- 
come real to them. 

And this will give you a kind of lawful satisfaction. 
A minister must “feel mean” when he 4nows he has 
read or repeated to the people what he picked up for 
the occasion from the handiest and best book on the 
subject. So you will feel, if you. are “coached” by 
any expositor for your class. But if you make the 
thing your own, with or without our aid, so that you 
are giving out what you know and believe, you have 
a consciousness of doing honest work, which is not 
forbidden you, and is not inconsistent with true reli- 
ance on the Lord for his blessing. 

(3.) Be careful to make the right impression on your 
pupils. Remember you may be the first pronownced 
Christian with whom they ever came into close con- 
tact. The minister shines afar,—if he ever shone to 
them. The good people in the Sunday-school books 
hold a place mid-way between fairies and angels. 
They hardly quite believe in them. But they “re- 
alize”’ you; touch your hand—if you are a lady- 
teacher, and they are little girls—perhaps your lips; 
and they get their ideas of the faith of Jesus Christ 
from you. And a thing of no moment to you is great 
to them. Your dress, any chance look of complacency 
you bestow on your gloves, any look or tone you as- 
sume when some one comes round, those keen-eyed 
young philosophers will notice; and no departure from 
“simplicity” will escape them. Be real, unaffected, 
simple. Be kind and true. You will then be a con- 
tinual lesson to them. 


(4.) Maintain the right tone in your teaching. 
Your text-book is the Bible. Your theme is Christ. 
Your work is for eternity. Your power is in the 
Holy Ghost. He gave theScriptures. He gives you 
the clear sense of them. Hw moves you to work. He 
must do the same for these pupils. “The natural 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: 
for they are foolishness unto him.” A sinner con- 
vieted of sin, terribly afraid, seeking salvation, seems 
to the “ natural man” to be making “ much ado about 
nothing.” Persons in your own family, or boarding- 
house, cannot believe that you teach purely from 
considerations drawn from the next world. They set 
it down to your “ taste,” “temperament,” or, perhaps, 
some sordid motive. Therefore is it important for 
you to prosecute your work as though saying, “ Christ 
the Master gives me this to do, and I trust the Spirit 
will bless it to these most precious souls.” All get- 
ting up of scenes, effects, displays, is ruled out on 
this plan. It is in dead earnest you labor. There is 
no time for attitudinizing and making picturesque 
groups to be looked at. These immortal spirits are 
to be put in the way to eternal life, and a thousand 
malign influences are diverting them! Woe to the 
man who is reckless at the railroad switch! What 
about the Christian men and women who volunteer 
to guide immortal souls where one way leads to life, 
and the other to woe eternal ? 

Do your service here with such gravity as the 
whole work makes fitting, with such cheerfulness and 
whole-hearted alacrity as becomes the servants of so 
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good a Master, and with such gentleness and tender- 
ness as befit the messengers of a loving, beseeching, 
merciful Father. May his hand uphold you, and his 
Spirit teach and bless you ! 


New York City. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHER’S 
TRAINING.* 


BY THE REY. J. T. WHITLEY. 


ius things are essential to the successful prose- 
cution of any calling: original capacity and 
special training. Training without capacity pro- 
duces learned incompetency. Capacity without 
training gives misdirected energy. In either case 
the labor is feeble and the result poor. 

In Sunday-school teaching, than which no nobler 
calling exists, these two things must be associated in 
order for the highest success. Not every person can 
be a Sunday-school teacher. Not every Christian is 
fitted for this work. Many who are truly pious lack 
the intellectual capacity ; vastly more lack the ne- 

training. 

In this brief address I have only time to speak of 
the training of the intellect. Regeneration and 
practical piety are indispensable to the teacher’s 
preparation. This fact is so generally conceded as to 
require no vindication here, The Sabbath-school 
teacher’s mental training will receive such treatment 
as time and ability enable me to give. 

I. Every one who pi to teach in the Sabbath- 
school dead bave @ reotows training as thorough 
as circumstances will allow. I give three reasons: 

(a.) Without special training, no good teach- 
ing upon any subject, sacred or secular, can be 
done. This fact has been held as a primary prin- 
ciple in all ages. But at this day especially the 
demand for trained instructors is more imperious 
than ever. This demand springs from a prompt and 
universal recognition of the fact, that no one can 
impart that which he does not possess. Public sen- 
timent not only requires that the teacher shall have 
some knowledge of the sciences he proposes to teach ; 
it further maintains that the most liberal general 
culture is necessary to enlarge the teacher’s mind, 
and fit him to direct the intellectual growth of the 
young. I therefore fearlessly assert that without 
special training neither the university professor, nor 
the instructor in the academy, nor even the most un- 
pretending teacher in a backwoods school, can pro- 
perly perform his work. 

(o.) The infinite importance of Bible knowledge 
demands the highest culture for its simplification and 
enforcement. We have seen that public sentiment 
requires careful preliminary training of secular in- 
structors; is there any reason why the religious 
teacher should not be as fully equipped for his du- 
ties? If diligent preparation is needed before at- 
tempting to teach arithmetic, grammar, Latin and 
chemistry, why should not equal care be devoted to 
preparation for teaching the highest of all sciences, 
the science of God’s will and human redemption, 
and the noblest of all arts, the art of living a blame- 
less and consecrated life? The secular instructor 
may blunder, and the evil effect will be seen for 
many days. The Sabbath-school teacher’s mistake 
may ruin an immortal soul! The Bible, our great 


text-book, is able to make every scholar wise unto. 
But it is mainly by clear views and ac- ~~ 


salvation. 
curate interpretation on the teacher’s part, that the 
Bible exerts its saving influence upon the pupil’s 
heart. Do clear views and precise interpretations 
emanate from an untrained mind? Since the teach- 
er’s mind is the telescope through which the scholar 
sees eternal things, the medium should be as per- 


® Am address delivered before the Virginia State Sunday- 
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fect as culture can make it, If the lenses be clear 
and true, the pupil can look upon divine truth in its 
native and irresistible beauty; but if the lenses be 
distorted by ignorance and prejudice, the beauties of 
religion are marred and the pupil’s salvation is im- 
periled. 

(c.) The immaturity of those to be taught requires 
special preparation of the teacher. This argument 
does not apply so forcibly in the case of adult 
classes. But the great majority of Sunday-school 
scholars everywhere are children of tender years and 
unskilled minds, They accept every statement of 
the teacher with unfaltering faith. He may present 
God as a tyrant, or asa Father; clothe religion in 
the garb of gloom, or in robes of joy; and in either 
case the child will believe in the correctness of the 
picture. The childish mind, as yet untaught to 
discriminate between the true and the false, is 
swayed and moulded by the teacher’s opinions with 
fearful facility. Is not this fact an unanswerable 
argument in favor of special training for the teacher 
in the Sabbath-school? Not to advocate the neces- 
sity of such training is to be grossly inconsistent ; for 
we demand that our preachers, who are to deal 
chiefly with mature and more discriminating minds, 
shall undergo a course of preliminary culture of 
from three to seven years. If the preacher should 
be specially educated for his vocation, ought not the 
man who is to deal with the spiritual and eternal in- 
terests of children to be trained for his delicate and 
responsible task? The weaker the follower is, the 
stronger the leader should be. The younger and 
less discriminating the scholar is, the clearer should 
be the head, the warmer the heart, and the more ac- 
curate the expression of the instructor. 

IL. If it be conceded that the Sabbath-school 
teacher should receive careful preliminary training, 
it is proper now to ask, What shall that training be? 
I repeat what was stated at the outset, that there is 
only time here to consider the intellectual training. 
The culture of the heart, by the indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit and the practise of Christian virtues, is 
taken for granted as an indispensable condition of the 
highest success. With reference to mental training, 
I mention three subjects which ought to be embraced: 

(a.) The history, structure, and contents of the 
Bible. The teacher is a workman, the scholar is the 
material, and the Bible is his tool-chest. As every 
workman should understand the structure and uses 
of his tools, so must the teacher be familiar with the 
Holy Scriptures. As well might we expect a car- 
penter to build a house, without knowing the use of 
saw and hammer and plane, as to expect a Sabbath- 
school teacher to properly instruct his class without 
a familiarity with his text-book, the Word of God. 
The professor of Greek attempting to teach that 
language without a knowledge of its inflections and 
syntax, would be held in contempt for his presump- 
tion. What shall be said of the man er woman who 
essays to teach the Bible—God’s revelation to man— 
without knowing what it contains! 

To understand the Bible is to know the evidences 
of its genuineness as a history and of its divine au- 
thority as a rule of faith and conduct; to understand 
the classification and design of its various books; to 
be familiar with those rules of interpretations which 
the cultivated common sense of mankind has estab- 
lished; to know the facts of Bible history with their 
dates, the geography of Bible lands, and the peculiar 
customs which shed light upon the sacred page; and 
to be skilled in the system of doctrine and duty which 
the Scriptures present. The more thoroughly familiar 
the teacher is with these things, the more fully pre- 
pared is he to fulfill his mission. It should be his 
constant and persistent study to comprehend the 
Bible in all these aspects as fully as it can be com- 
prehended by the human mind and heart. 

(6.) The beet methods of imparting instruction. It 
is one thing to understand a subject yourself; it is 
quite another thing to make other people understand 
it. Very many people have the knowledge, but not 
the tact to communicate it. The well-informed 
teacher who lacks teaching tact is like a reservoir, 
full to the brim, but with no system of pipes branch- 
ing out through *he city and supplying water to every 
house; while he who superadds tact to knowledge is 
like that reservoir with all its pipes in place, con- 
stantly sending refreshment to the thirsty popula- 
tion. To be full of biblical information without the 
ability to impart it, is to be disqualified for a Sunday- 
school teacher. 

As to the acquisition of tact in imparting instruc- 
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tion, it is partly a matter of original common sense 
and partly a matter of practice. While no learned 
fool can become proficient in the art of teaching, even 
by a lifetime of trial, it may be safely assumed that 
the majority of well-informed persons can become 
tolerably proficient by long and diligent practice. 

(c.) A knowledge of human nature, especially child 
nature. If the workman must know the structure 
and uses of his tools, he must understand also the 
material upon which he operates. This is essential 
in order to the judicious selection of methods of work. 
One stereotyped method will not do for all. Varia- 
tions in modes of teaching must be made, to corres- 
pond with varieties of mental endowment and cul- 
ture. One scholar is swayed by one class of motives; 
another by considerations entirely different, One 
pupil needs one kind of instruction; another requires 
something quite dissimilar, As the skillful musician 
at the harp touches chords of widely-varying size and 
length, evoking melody from all, so the wise teacher, 
sweeping with practised hand the living instrument 
before him, blends all its various notes into one har- 
monious anthem of love and praise to Christ. 

As to the best means of acquiring a knowledge of 
human nature, I corimend as especially valuable the 
study of psychology, the science of the human soul, 
and a careful observation of people as we meet them 
in everyday life. The teacher should carefully study 
the dispositions of the scholars in his class, and 
thereby he will be able to teach more intelligently 
and with greater success. 

III. Granting the necessity of special training, and 
understanding now something of its nature, let us 
make the final inquiry, How shall it be secured ? 
There are various methods from which to select. Still 
others may become available in the future. 

(a.) A normal-class may be organized in connec- 
tion with every school. The exercises may be held 
during the hour that the school is in session. Let the 
pastor teach it, if he can; if not, place it under the 
care of some cultivated and efficient lay-member of 
the church. Those who enter this class should do so 
with the distinct understanding that they are to be- 
come teachers in the school hereafter, and all of the 
exercises should tend to fit them for their future re- 
sponsibilities. The chief obstacles in the way are, the 
difficulty of finding competent instructors, and the 
scarcity of persons who have the piety and the perse- 
verance to undergo this course of training for future 
work, But, like all other obstacles, these may be sur- 
mounted by continued, patient, prayerful effort. 

(b.) The weekly teachers’-meeting may be made 
useful in the training of teachers. The primary ob- 
ject of this weekly gathering of teachers is concerted 
study of the next Sabbath lesson. But in conjunction 
therewith a course of normal study may be prose- 
cuted. This plan has several decided advantages. 
The meeting is held at a time distinct from the 
school session, and may therefore receive special at- 
tention. The pastor may attend with his mind free 
from the preoccupation incident to the Sabbath and 
its pulpit duties. The superintendent’s presence and 
counsel may be had. The teachers now in office, who 
greatly need the benefit of normal instruction, can 
enjoy that benefit, as they could not during school- 
hour. Candidates for the position of teachers here- 
after may attend as well as on the Sabbath. The 
careful use of the advantages thus enjoined will 
rapidly increase the teaching power of any school. 

(c.) A union normal-class may be organized to be 
independent of the control of any one school. The 
various schools in any city, town, or rural district 
may organize such a class, adopt proper regulations, 
secure a competent teacher, and lay out a course of 
study covering any or all of the subjects already men- 
tioned. This plan has been adopted with great suc- 
cess in New. York and other places, and commends 
itself to favorable consideration. 

(d.) Provision may be made for the training of 
teachers at colleges and theological seminaries. 
Teaching in the Sunday-school is rapidly securing 
appreciation of its true character and value as one of 
the most important agencies in the civilization and 
salvation of the world. If the importance of any 
study is measured by its practical utility, surely this 
takes rank among the first and best. Why not have 
a Sunday-school professorship, well endowed and 
ably filled, in every theological seminary? Why not 
have a course of lectures in every college, either in- 
side or outside of the regular curriculum, designed for 
the training of persons who are now engaged in teach- 
ing as well as those who are aspiring to this honor- 
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able and responsible position? The college or semi- 
nary which shall take the lead and inaugurate this 
movement will thereby make itself a benefactor of the 
world. 

(e.) An institution of learning may be established 
for the specific purpose of training Sabbath-school 
teachers. Perhaps I shall be deemed a visionary en- 
thusiast, but there arises before my mind among the 
grand possibilities of the future, the image of a great 
national Sunday-school university, with the endow- 
ment and organization of schools of its grade, that 
shall become a very “ school of the prophets,” sending 
out annually its graduates to elevate the standard of 
teaching and preach Jesus to the children! Is such 
an institution an impossibility? Would its estab- 
lishment and successful career be more of a miracle 
than is the modern Sabbath-school ? 

It}may be that some one will consider the views 
here advanced as mere theory and the plans com- 
mended impracticable. Some may go away to their 
homes to cling anew to the old methods which, 
if antiquated and inefficient, have at least the merit of 
feasibility. Brethren, it is not expected that these 
improvements can be made ina day. Time and toil 
and patience are necessary to their full development. 
But a higher standard of teaching is attainable, and 
every motive of hallowed ambition, love for souls, and 
loyalty to Christ should urge us toward it. The world 
is to be saved by a knowledge of Jesus Christ; that 
knowledge is contained in the Holy Scriptures; in 
childhood and youth it may be applied with the 
greatest effect to the mind and heart; the Sunday- 
school teacher is the expositor of that holy volume to 
the young and susceptible mind. It follows there- 
fore that the highest and deepest and broadest culture 
is demanded by the importance of the teacher’s work. 
Let us go from this convention holding before us a 
lofty ideal of teacher-training, praying the Lord of 
the harvest to send forth more cultured and efficient 
laborers, and ourselves bending every energy to the 
training of those who are to guide the temporal and 
immortal destinies of the oncoming generation. Let 
us insist that every teacher shall possess four things: 
Piety, consecration, brains, training. 

Windsor, Va. 








SERMONS FOR GIRLS. 
I, A HAPPY DISPOSITION. 
BY MARGARET E, SANGSTER. 


SUPPOSE that some of my readers, like myself, 

have been in moods when they felt that the good 
gifts of Providence had been very unequally dis- 
tributed, and this perhaps not so much with regard 
to mere externals, as in relation to those mental en- 
dowments, which, far more than anything in outward 
circumstance, determine one’s value in the world. 
This is not a wise or right feeling; for our heavenly 
Father has bestowed upon us each, in the exercise of 
his love, just the talents, opportunities, and disci- 
plinary trials which are best for us individually. 
But this we do not always recognize. 

A happy disposition is a fortunate thing for its 
possessor. It is no small blessing to have been born 
with an easy, blithe, light-hearted temperament, 
which is not ruffled by every-day annoyances, and 
which is not crushed by every-day cares and burdens. 
I know a sweet-voiced, calm-faced matron, who holds 
her grandchildren in her arms, and of her, friends 
say, that they never saw her out of temper in her 
life. Through years of vicissitude and change, over 
wearing months spent by beds of pain, and under 
the stress of sudden calamity, her native amiability 
heightened by Christian grace has borne her well. 
YetAl question sometimes whether quite so much 
praise is due to one who has had such an experience, 
as to another, who has been obliged from childhood 
up to exercise self-restraint, to be careful lest the 
swift frown, or the harsh word should wound some- 
body, and whose peace and patience are the fruits of 
conquest, 

There is one sort of happy disposition which you 
may have seen, and which is, reduced to its real 
foundation, nothing but a refined selfishness. Some 
of you may remember in Romola the character of 
Tito Melema. He was extremely beautiful in per- 
son, graceful and gracious in manner, and winning 
in conversation. He hated to feel pain, and there- 
fore he hated to give it, yet the excess of his self- 
love led him to acts of meanness, ingratitude, and 
deceit, that seem all the more loathsome because he 
appeared to have been created as an embodiment of 
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October 23, 1875.] 
the good and the true, There is a happiness of dis- 
position which springs from mere luxurious languor 
and idleness. I remember a family in which it was 
the fashion to praise the second sister, Father, mo- 
ther, aunts, uncles, and cousins combined to cele- 
brate the loveliness of the gentle, low-spoken girl, 
whose large blue eyes always met the world with an 
appealing look, as if beseeching help and depreca- 
ting blame. Brothers and sisters, too, with one ex- 
ception were under the thralldom of Miss Milly. 
The exception was a bright little fellow who had 
found out that sister Milly was never the one to go 
to if he needed help of any kind, from a puzzling 
sum, or an obscure river-source on the map, to the 
sewing of arip in his glove, or of a lost button on 
his jacket. Her noes were not rudely or unkindly 
said, but she never disturbed herself from her book, 
or her embroidery, or her paper of candy, to give any 
one else a moment’s pleasure. 

Now there is nothing much more aggravating in 
its effect upon others than to see some one, with the 
kind of negative good-nature and idle receptiveness 
mentioned above, carrying off all the prizes and all 
the praises. Besides, it is useless to protest, for the 
act of protesting may be set down to envy on your 
part. Perhaps the best thing for those to do who are 
conscious in their own hearts that they are less happy 
than, in this world, God’s dear children have a right 
to be, is to find out how a sweet disposition can be 
acquired, 

I read the other day about a little bird, who haunts 
the ferests of Africa ; he shows the bee hunters where 
they can find the hollow trees in which wild bees 
have deposited their honey. Flying before them 
cheerily, he hovers now and then over the places 
where honey is deftly hidden. I think we people 
who preach to others about their duties are some- 
thing like this honey-bird. They show where the 
sweetness is, and sometimes in showing it, we ob- 
tain some for ourselves, 

A girl who has a happy disposition is not unduly 
sensitive. It is one thing to have a thick-skinned 
insensibility to the world around, so that one cannot 
feel anything very deeply, and quite another to be 
ever ready to receive wounds and slights. The quality 
of sympathy is one of the most womanly and lovely 
features in feminine character. To be truly sympa- 
thetic, either in the joys or griefs of others, one must 
possess quick feelings, responsive to the touches of 
the hour, as the keys of the piano answer to the 
flashing fingers of the performer. But there is a mock 
sentimentalism which is always in danger of getting 
itself hurt. There is a morbid and diseased yearning 
for notice in some young girls which keeps them for- 
ever just on the verge of tears. You jar upon them, 
when to do so is farthest from your intention. They 
see much that their friends do and say through a 
false medium and in broken distorted lights, and 
they are constantly taking blame to themselves when 
no one desires them to, or mourning over unkindness 
which was not meant or dreamed of. 

Do not be too sensitive. Do not fancy yourselves 
rudely repulsed, when nothing was really offered or 
intended but courtesy. Another thing which in 
some girls’ lives prevents them from being glad and 
gay, is a feeling, which might be expressed as having 
nothing to look forward to, It is not only the young 
lady of leisure, with too much time on her hands, 
who suffers from this distressful state of mind, name- 
less in English, but aptly conveyed by the French 
term ennui. Girls in every degree of social standing, 
now and then, are depressed by a wretched weariness 
of the monotony of their daily lives. They grow 
tired of the lack of excitement, and of the thought 
that they are living to little purpose. Often, when 
they really are living to very high usefulness, and 
comforting and blessing all about them, they are con- 
scious of this vague discontent, this anxious yearn- 
ing to be other than they are. Much of the current 
reading of the day feeds and stimulates this restless 
and undesirable temper of spirit. It is not uncom- 
mon for a bright, eager, happily-situated young 
woman, the darling of her father’s house, to culti- 
vate in herself a romantic admiration for suffering. 
She idealizes pain and yearns to have the common- 
place comfort of her lot broken ‘up by some plough- 
share of adversity, some rough, bitter wind of sorrow 
and privation. Dear girls, let me urge you not to be 
ungrateful for the smooth, sweet, safe shelter of your 
youthful years. * Trials and troubles will find you 
out soon enough. There is nothing in them to long 
for ; though when they come to you, as God’s messen- 
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gers, you must try to accept them in the strength that 
is given from above. 

I think we can hardly overrate the importance of a 
uniform pleasantness of temper ina woman, It is 
more enduring than beauty, it is more charming than 
culture, it is more precious in a household than 
rubies. The little frictions and attritions of life, in 
a circle composed of a number of people of different 
ages and occupations, are wonderfully softened and 
composed by the daughter or sister who has the gift 
of being appreciative, and of being easily and often 
pleased. With unerring tact she diverts conversa- 
tion from the track where it will probably sheer off 
into contention ; with her sunbeam of a smile and 
her soft, tender word she charms away the depres- 
sion that is settling cloud-like on some tired one, and 
always her face, coming into a room, lights it up 
like the morning. 

The secret of being happy is in conferring happi- 
ness. Itis not what we get, but what we give, that 
makes us rich. Think deeply of that verse—“ Who- 
soever will save his life shall lose it.” No true, solid 
rewarding joy in this world comes of self-seeking in 
little things, or in great. We must spend of our- 
selves, of our love, of our gains, and of what is most 
treasured by our hearts, if we would taste the dearest 
and best delights that are possible upon earth. 
B:ooklyn, N. Y. 


LEGITIMATE RESULTS OF SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL TEACHING.* 


BY THE REV. L. A. CUTLER. 


66 wet are the legitimate results of Sunday-school 

teaching?” Inthe first place, I remark that one 
legitimate result is the wider and more general diffusion 
of Bible knowledge. And if this was all, the enter- 
prise should challenge the admiration and enlist the 
sympathies and co-operation of all lovers of Jesus, 
The Bible exerts a conservative influence among 
those nations in which it is recognized as the Word 
of the living God, even in a very vague and general 
sense. The deeper that conviction, and the pro- 
founder the reverence for divine authority, the no- 
bler and the better the people. Contrast England 


-and Turkey, Germany and Spain, Prussia and Italy, 


the United States and Austria, and behold the salu- 
tary effect of the Bible upon society. The policy 
France once adopted, of abolishing God’s revelation, 
and enthroning human reason, was destructive to 
her best interests. That policy was the unchaining 
of ten thousand demons, and the noblest institutions 
perished. Infidelity swept over the land, like the 
withering, blighting ‘sirocco; and the people, 
crushed and cursed, clamored for the restoration of 
the Bible. If such be the general, conservative, ele- 
vating, and ennobling influences of that Word among 
the nationalities of the earth, what human intellect 
can conceive of the glorious results to flow from a 
wider dissemination of divine truth; when whole 
generations are familiarized with the teachings of 
revelation, and are accustomed to walk its heavenly 
ways? 

This last statement presents another legitimate re- 
sult of Sunday-school teaching, namely, a better ac- 
quaintance with God’s Word. This is true with re- 
gard to the teacher. He necessarily learns more 
and more of the principles of the divine government ; 
of the dealings of God with the children of men 
under his three great dispensations; of the facts, 
and truths, and precepts, and promises, and prophe- 
cies, and miracles of the Bible. One of the best 
ways to learn is to teach. This is true in secular 
education. Distinguished teachers are urging young 
men to attend college one session and teach the next, 
and so alternate until their education is completed. 
During the week the Sunday-school teacher is storing 
his mind with the treasures of heavenly knowledge, 
and on the Lord’s day is stamping it indelibly on 
his mind, in the very effort to impart that knowledge 
to his class. Who can calculate the amount of good 
in the studying of God’s word by the thousands of 
Sunday-sehool teachers in the land? Amidst the 
darkness, and sin, and wickedness there are bright 
rays of light shining upon us—cheerful beams of 
hope for dear old Virginia. Thirty thousand Chris- 
tian teachers are at work upon 220,000 young minds 
and hearts in the Old Dominion, and the united wis- 
dom and eloquence of this convention could but 
feebly portray the blissful consequences of this 
holy work, 





*An address delivered before the Virginia State Sunday-school 
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But millions of scholars are studying the Word of 
Life more thoroughly in Sunday-schools, and this is a 
most blessed result. These vast multitudes are learn- 
ing more in the Sunday-schools than they are from 
the various pulpits of the land. I say nothing here 
against the pulpit; I speak not now of sad defects in 
the public ministrations ; I need not tell this enlight- 
ened audience that textuary preaching will never un- 
fold the glorious scheme of human redemption ; that 
moral essays, and metaphysical disquisitions will 
neither present the gospel of Christ to the sinner, nor 
furnish spiritual food to the Christian. But I beg leave 
to state it as my deliberate and solemn conviction 
that the Sunday-schools are teaching more of the Bi- 
ble to the people than the pulpits are doing. Chris- 
tian parents and Christian Sunday-school teachers 
are revolutionizing the world; historic facts are 
treasured up; sacred geography is learned ; Bible 
chronology is understood ; the authenticity, integrity, 
genuineness, and inspiration of the sacred Scriptures 
are discussed and appreciated, and all these surround 
the young with an impregnable bulwark, against 
which the assaults of infidelity will be made in vain, 
Religious instruction is imparted by Sunday-school 
teachers to numbers who would receive it in no other 
way. Thousands of children have no Christianizing 
influences exerted upon them at home. There is no 
religious atmosphere in the household. The influen- 
ces of godly parents, by which children are in a thou- 
sand ways made to feel their relation to God and 
eternity—influences almost indefinable, and yet pos- 
sessing unmeasured power—are to be brought to bear, 
to some extent, upon this pliable material by the 
Sunday-school teacher. Oh, let him feel that if he 
does not perform the work, it must remain forever 
undone ! 

Another result I mention, and that is early conver- 
sions. The conversion of young children is not only 
possible, but certain. It is clearly taught in the Bible 
and finds a striking illustration in the cases of Sam- 
uel in the Old Testament, and Timothy in the New, 
Of the former it is said, “ Samuel ministered before the 
Lord, a child,” and “ he grew on and was in favor both 
with the Lord and also with men.” Of the latter it is 
written, “From a child thou hast known the holy 
scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto sal- 
vation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” 

After all, is not the conversion of the scholar the 
great end in view? And is not the Bible perfectly 
adapted to the mental and moral condition of the 
young? Asa simple revelation of the divine will, it 
contains the greatest power for the conversion of chil- 
dren. Does it not reveal the gospel of Christ, which 
Paul declares to be “ the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth”? Did not the Psalmist even 
under the twilight dispensation declare, “the law of 
the Lord is perfect, converting the soul?” Here you 
have the law of the Lord, the glorious gospel of the 
Son of God, with its enlightening, quickening, con- 
verting power. And yet we fear to put the naked 
Bible in the hands of the child. We are anxious to 
simplify the Bible by introducing other books; as if 
the intellectual grasp of children was too weak for the 
great foundation facts of Christianity. I beg you 
bear in mind that facts can be believed and appre- 
ciated by children, as well as by profound philoso- 
phers. A shipwrecked crew are crowding in boats, 
and clinging to broken pieces of the vessel. A steamer 
passes along and the captain espies their perilous 
condition. Boats are at once lowered, and deliver- 
ance is offered. The boy of ten years of age knows 
his imminent danger, and accepts the proffered aid 
with a heart as thankful as that of the thoroughly 
educated man. 

It has been truly said, “ Our religion is a matter of 
fact. God is a fact. Man is a fact. Sin is a fact. 
Holiness is a fact. Heaven is a fact. Hell is a fact. 
The lost condition of our race, and the power and 
grace of the Divine Saviour are facts. The whole 
frame and structure of our Christianity is one grand, 
simple, norma), harmonious fact. Hence these things 
are matters of faith. The child can believe 
them and appropriate them as well as Isaac Newton, 
or John Milton, or the Apostle Paul.” The Sunday- 
school teacher is a preacher of Christ. The life, death, 
burial, resurrection, ascension, and corcnation of 
Jesus are his themes and grand instruments. His 
method of presenting the truth may change—his illus- 
trations may vary—but the truth remains unchanged, 
It is the old, old story 

“OF Jesus and his glory, 
Of Jesus and his love;” 
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of Jesus dying for our sins according to the Scrip- 
tures; of his burial; of his resurrection, ascension, 
coronation, and glorification in the highest heavens; 
of faith in him, and repentance and baptism by his 
authority, and the formation of a character, enriched 
and beautified with the virtues and excellencies and 
graces of the religion of Jesus. The hope of the 
church for the future isin the children. The recruits 
to our churches are chiefly from the young, and why? 
Because the heart is more impressible and tender; 
because bad habits, which become second nature, and 
are strong chains with which Satan binds men, have 
not yet been formed, 

I tremble in view of our weighty responsibilities, 
but I rejoice in view of the good and honest hearts, 
into which we may deposit the words of eternal life. 
The present generation of the adult ungodly will die 
as they are living, for the most part; our hope is 
with the children. Humanity must be seized and 
brought to Christ, before it becomes fixed in sin. 
This is God’s plan. It has always been his plan. 
“These words which I command thee this day shall 
be in thy heart, and thou shalt teach them diligently 
to thy children” (Deut.6:6.) Such was the law 
under Moses. That under Christ is, “Train up your 
children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” 
The Sunday-school is, therefore, the most efficient 
agency for evangelizing the world. You reach tender, 
honest hearts, and fill them with heaven-born truths, 
and precious promises, and rapturous hopes, before 
sin has hardened them, and estranged them from the 
paths of truth and virtue. You are thus moulding 
the character of the next generation. What a wide 
scope of influence is indicated by the prophet, “Tell 
ye your children of it, and let them tell their chil- 
dren, and let them tell another generation.” Let 
sound instruction and right principles pass from fa- 
ther to son, from one member of the family to an- 
other, widening the circle and increasing in a con- 
tinually augmenting ratio, until a whole generation 
like a family shall be cast into the mould of a godly 
ancestor. 

The Sunday-school is the church working for 
Christ upon young, immortal spirite, and producing 
‘living epistles,” known and read of all men. Thou- 
sands of children are saved by Sunday-school efforts, 
and generations now unborn will bless these labors of 
the church of Christ. Think of the worth of a hu- 
man soul, 


‘* Behold the midnight glory, worlds on worlds, 

Amazing pomp! Redouble the amaze; 

Ten thousand add; add twice ten thousand more, 

Then weigh the whole: one soul outweighs them all, 

And calls the astonishing magnificence 

Of unintelligent creation poor.” 

Estimate the value of immortal spirits, and push 
on this great enterprise to grander triumphs, The 
Sunday: school army is marching on to win still more 
glorjous victories. We speak of centennials political, 
and religiously denominational, and we are looking 
forward to 1876 with a thrilling feeling of national 
pride. But the church of Christ through the agency 
of Sunday-schools will reveal scenes and views and 
objects far more attractive and charming. It requires 
no spirit-illumined mind to perceive, nor prophet’s 
hallowed lips touched with fire from God’s own sa- 
cred altar to predict, the grandest centennial of the 
19th century. 1881 will witness the centennial of 
Sunday-schools, before whose glory the brilliancy of 
all others wil! pale. A centennial not of denomina- 
tional, or political, or national pride ; not of splendid 
buildings, and gorgeous architecture, and beautiful 
statues, and exquisite paintings; not of the products 
of the earth, and its gold and silver and precious 
stones, and the radiant jewels of the sea, and the 
flashing gems of old ocean’s caves; not of the skill 
and handiwork of man ;—but a centennial of young, 
happy hearts, filled with faith, glad with love, 
joyous with hope. A centennial that will shake the 
nations of the earth, and make the world tremulous 
with joy. I shall hail it with inexpressible delight. 
I shall hail it as the beginning of a union of Chris- 
tian hearts, that will challenge the admiration of 
Christendom. It will draw all hearts nearer to Christ, 
and consequently nearer to one another. It will pro- 
mote the union of Christians for which the Redeemer 
prayed, and set in motion influences that will reach 
from the rivers to the ends of the earth. But the 
horizon of triumph and glory still widens on my 
view. As the expansive truths of divine revelation 
regenerate human hearts, the agencies and instru- 
mentalities for the improvement of our race become 
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more potential themselves, while valuable auxiliaries 
will be constantly multiplying for bringing thrones 
and dominions and principalities and powers into 
subjection to the Christ whose right it is to reign. 
From Europe, Asia, and Africa; from North and 
South America, and the isles of the sea; from the 
old world and the new; from Christian and heathen 
lands ; from the various ranks of protestant bodies ; 
from one harmonious band of Christians, the glad 
shout will go up, one body, one spirit, one hope, one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of 
all, who is above all and in all and through all. Join 
we in the Messianic anthem, “To him that loved us and 
washed us from our sins in his own blood, and hath 
made us kings and priests to God and his Father; to 
him be glory and dominion forever and ever—Amen.,” 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL ANNIVERSARY IN 
BERLIN. 


BY A, F. VON FALKENHAYN. 


HE first Sunday of September was a day long 
thought of by many eager children. Many an 
anxious look was turned up to the sky, which did not 
bear a very promising aspect. But, notwithstanding 
a little rain, almost all the children connected with 
our Berlin Sunday-schools were ready to start for the 
festival in the Garrison Church, which had kindly 
been allowed for our service. In long processions the 
different schools with their teachers crossed the city 
and crowded into the church, which was filled to its 
utmost capacity. 

The exercises were opened by singing the hymn, 
“Tord Jesus Christ, be thou with us,” and prayer by 
the Rev. Otto Strauss. After reciting the Lord’s 
Prayer and the Confession of Faith in concert, and 
singing, the Rev. William Noel addressed the 
meeting. 

Mr. Noel is well known to many Sunday-school 
workers as one of the delegates to the last general 
assembly of the Evangelical Alliance in 1873. He 
greeted the meeting with thanks to God who had al- 
lowed us to gather together to sing his praise and 
mercy, and learn one from the other. In the name of 
the children he greeted those dear friends from abroad 
who had come to see our Sunday-schools and their 
work, and who wanted to help and teach us how they 
manage Sunday-schools in England and America. 
The Sunday-school children of New York sent their 
love by him to our children and wished to see them, 
if not here below, at all events up there in the pre- 
sence of the glory of God. 

The meeting then joined in singing, “ Great Lord, 
we praise thee.” An address was delivered by the 
Rev. Mr. Distelkamp on Matt. 6:33: “But seek ye 
first the kingdom of God and his righteousness,” 

He said that five thousand children were lately as- 
sembled at London in the Crystal Palace to sing the 
praise of God. All those people who had come to 
hear them felt a great joy, and with them surely the 
angels in heaven rejoiced too. “ To-day a great many 
rejoice also to see this festival of the children of his 
kingdom, Now, do all of you belong to this kingdom ? 
Jesus, in whose stead I talk to you, tells you, ‘Seek 
ye first the kingdom of heaven,’ and ‘Suffer little 
children to come unto me.’ We shall seek the king- 
dom of God by praying and working for it, inviting 
others to come, and helping them to love the Saviour. 
If we do so he will give us his righteousness as our 
white robe of honor, which has been cleansed from 
all spots by his blood. 

‘“**Christ’s blood and righteousness, 
That is my praise and wedding dress 
In which before God I can stand 
And enter into God’s own land.’”’ 

The congregation sang, “Safe in the arms of Jesus,” 
and read responsively the lesson for the day from Mark 
10: 13-16. The Rev. Mr. Kraft then taught the les- 
son ina very interesting manner. The answers of 
the children, who were all eager to reply, proved the 
great interest they took in the proceedings. More 
singing, and prayer by the Rev. Mr. Prochnow 
closed the exercises of the day. 

The farewell meeting, on Monday evening, brought 
together many Sunday-school teachers and friends 
of the cause. The committee of Sunday- schools for 
Berlin, with their invited guests, soon made their ap- 
pearance. The chairman of this committee, the Rev. 
Mr. Prochnow, opened the meeting by prayer, and by 
reading from Romans 12. He then gave an account 
of the Sunday-school work in Berlin ; how it was be- 
gun twelve years ago by the exertions of Mr. Albert 





Woodruff, from the United States, and’ Mr. Broskel- 
mann. Three or four schools were started, but nobody 
was willing to undertake the publishing of a Sunday- 
school paper. At last the speaker was prevailed upon 
to attempt it. The superintendents of these schools at 
first met once every month at his house. But as the 
schools slowly increased, and one superintendent 
after another was added to their number, they organ- 
ized a committee for Berlin, with monthly meetings 
at Mr. Loesche’s house. Every superintendent is a 
member of the committee and has the right to bring 
one or two teachers from his school to the meetings. 
This committee has organized out of its members a 
new committee for all Germany, with a traveling 
agent, or missionary, Mr. Ostermeyer. He hopes that 
the work will now go on with new strength and vigor. 

Mr. Knabe, a Sunday-school teacher from Barmen, 
came from a school of 640 children in a rich mining 
district. He pointed out how the Sunday-school is 
the only way to teach self-forgetting love in a time 
when everybody only lives for himself. 

Mr. Lobening, also a teacher from Barmen, com- 
plained of the little time allowed for the prepara- 
tion of the lesson for teachers. Their teachers’- 
meeting is only half an hour before the opening of 
the school, and yet is often missed by some. He 
wished to have the lesson prepared a week before- 
hand, that everybody might carry it about in his 
thoughts. Only then would a teacher be able to ex- 
plain it well and give every child just the right word 
and advice. 

The Rev. Mr. Prochnow mentioned the proposition 
to found a library for Sunday-school teachers, in 
which they would find the best materials for pre- 
paring the lesson. Such an institution would be 
particularly profitable for those who are not able to 
attend the teachers’-meeting. 

The Rev. Mr. Hanstein thought that only sickness 
ought to prevent any Sunday-school teacher from at- 
tending the meeting, while some other member pro- 
posed two teachers’-meetings. A Sunday-school 
teacher related how in his school there is a prayer- 
meeting just before the Sunday-school session, as 
earnest prayer is the chief want of all schools. 

Count Bernstorf, from Lauenburg, an earnest Sun- 
day-school worker, and well known on both sides of 
the Atlantic, then rose to address the meeting: 

‘We have here with us,” he said, “a friend 
from the London Sunday-school Union who has told 
us about that great institution. Our new committee 
is but a very small beginning, but let us hope that 
we shall finally equal our model, or even surpass it, 
If we consider the work which has been done in 
these last years, notwithstanding all the hindrances 
thrown in our way, we may be allowed such a high 
aim. It is very important to send agents about. 
Even if they do not succeed in a place the first time, 
they must begin over and over again, and at last 
they will succeed. We have worked, for instance, 
at Dresden four years without gaining anything, but 
now different flourishing schools have been estab- 
lished there. It is the same with Mecklenburg, 
where the town of Rostock particularly puts many 
difficulties in our way. But by the means of this 
central committee a great many will be stirred up 
and recognize how important it is that every church 
has a Sunday-school connected with it. Interna- 
tional texts, or lessons, are very desirable, as the 
church papers would, in commenting on them, bring 
beforehand some suggestions which would be of great 
use in the preparation of the lesson.” 

The Rev. Mr. Distelkamp preached a sermon about 
John 6: 67, 68: “Then said Jesus unto the twelve, 
* Will ye also go away? Then Simon Peter an- 
swered him, ‘Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou 
hast the words of eternal life.’” 

“ Our time,” he said, “ bears a strong resemblance 
to the time in which Jesus spoke these words to his 
disciples. As he wanted to free them from the con- 
straint of the law, so now we are free from all compu!- 
sion in spiritual matters. The Lord calls for volunteers 
who will stay with him and work for him. And that is 
just the greatest blessing of Sunday-school work that 
it is entirely done by free love and devotion to the 
good cause. It is a joy to see those thousands of 
children and their teachers who all answer the Lord’s 
question, ‘Will ye also go away ?’ with the same words 
as Peter did,‘ Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou 
hast the words of eternal life,’ ” ° 

After a short prayer, the assembly joined in re- 
citing the Lord’s Prayer, and the meeting was closed 
with the benediction and ‘with singing. 
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LESSON CALENDAR. 


(Fourth Quarter.) 
43, Oct. 24.—The Vine and the Branch John 15:1-8. 
44. Oct. 31.—Friends and Foes of Jesus, ee Ets ee John 15:11-19, 
45. Nov. 7.—The Work of the Spirit, 
46. Nov. 14.—Jesus Interceding...... 
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. Novy. 28.—Jesus on the Cross, 
. Dec. 5.—Jesus and Mary,..... 
50. Dec. 12.—Jesus and Th y 
. Dec. 19.—Jesus and Peter,...0.00- sceccorscesces+seeee 
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LESSON 45, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 1875. 


TITLE: Tue work oF THE Spirit. 
GOLDEN TEXT: He sHAL. TEACH YOU ALL THINGS.— 
John 14: 26. 
HOME READINGS. 

Monday, November 1: John 16: 7-14. 
Tuesday, November 2: Isaiah 42: 16-21. 
Wednesday, November 3: Romans 3: 20-81. 
Thursday, November 4: Acts 17: 22-34. 
Friday, November 5: Revelations 1: 1-9. 
Saturday, November 6: Joel 2: 21-32. 
Sunday, November 7: Acts 2: 2-21. 


LESSON TEXT. 
[John 16: 7-14.] 

7, Nevertheless I tell you the truth; it is expedient for 
you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter 
will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him 
unto you. 

8. And when he is come, he will reprove the world of 
sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment : 

9. Of sin, because they believe not on me; 

10. Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and 
ye see me no more; 

11. Of judgment, because the prince of this world is 
judged. 

12. I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye 
cannot bear them now. 

13. Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he 
will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of 
himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he 
speak : and he will shew you things to come. 

14. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, 
and shall shew i unto you. 





EXPOSITION. 
BY WILLIAM ORMISTON, D.D. 

\ HEN friends are about to part from each other, 

their hearts are filled with kindness, and over- 
flow with tenderness. It was so with Paul and his 
Christian friends at Miletus, when they all wept sore, 
and fell on Paul’s neck, and kissed him (Acts 20 : 36-38). 
So, when Jesus had intimated to his disciples that the 
time of his departure was near, deep sorrow burdened 
their hearts, and divine compassion filled Ais. Never 
before had he yearned over them with an affection more 
exquisitely tender and heavenly, or addressed to them 
words more full of sweet consolation and inspiring hope. 

He comforted their grieving hearts with the assurance 
of their joyous re-union with himself amid the glories of 
his Father’s house, and with the promise of the Holy 
Ghost as a comforter, who should abide with them for- 
ever, and who should bring all things to their remem- 
brance which he had told them. 

He then urges upon them the necessity of maintaining 
a close, living, personal communion with himself, which 
he illustrates by the beautiful allegory of The Vine and 
its Branches. He then assures them of his love and 
personal friendship, and warns them of the enmity and 
opposition they might expect from the world, which 
would hate and persecute them, as it had hated and per- 
secuted him. In view of this he affectionately and 
solemnly informs them, that it was expedient, better in 
every way, that he should depart, in order that the 
Spirit might come and be constantly in them and with 
them. The work of the Spirit he explains more fully 
in the passage which constitutes the lesson. 

THE LESSON, 

First, we have the coming of the Spirit; secondly, the 
mission of the Spirit to the world ; and thirdly, the mis- 
son of the Spirit to the disciples. 

I. THE COMING OF THE SPIRIT (v. 7). 


In congequence of what the disciples had just heard of 
the immediate departure of the Master, on whom they 
leaned, and of the bitter enmity of the world in which they 
were to be left, sorrow had filled their hearts. To dispel 
this grief and inspire them with courage, the loving Sa- 
viour tells them that it was for their good that he should 
go; otherwise, the Holy Ghost, the Comforter, weuld not 
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come unto Only * but if I depart, I will send him unto 
you.” These words of Jesus are very simple, yet they are 
profoundly mysterious, as they refer to the relations of 
the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit in the work 
of human redemption. They teach : 

(1.) The distinct personality of the Spirit. He is sent ; he 
comes ; he abides; he guides; he teaches ; he convinces. 
The gift and work of the Spirit should never be over- 
looked nor undervalued. Divine love is displayed in the 
gift of the Spirit, as well as in the gift of the Son, and hu- 
man guilt is incurred in rejecting or neglecting the one 
as the other. It is worthy of remark, that, whenever the 
Holy Spirit is-referred to in Scripture, he is spoken of in 
terms of love and gentleness. He is compared to the gen- 
tle dove, to the falling dew, to the oil of gladness. The 
love of the Spirit, and the fear of grieving him, are pre- 
sented as powerful motives of encouragement and warn- 
ing in our Christian course. 

(2.) The connection between the departure of Christ and 
the coming of the Spirit. (a.) Was not the Holy Spirit 
granted to believers before the ascension of Christ? 
Doubtless he was, in a measure, to all the Old Testament 
saints. The holy men of old became what they were 
through the operation of the Holy Ghost, and the 
prophets spake unto the fathers as they were moved by 
him. He was even then the source of the gifts and graces 
of all God’s people. 

(b.) But the gift of the Spirit since the ascension is dis- 
tinet from all previous manifestations, in fullness, in power, 
and in permanency. Since the day of pentecost we are 
said to live under the dispensation of the Spirit. When 
Jesus ascended up on high he received gifts for men (Pal. 
68:18). Why the coming of the Spirit was dependent on 
the cornea of Christ, we cannot tell, but so it was, accord- 
ing to the plan of divine wisdom. 

(3.) The gift of the Spirit is better for the Church than the 
bodily presence of Christ. The body of Christ could only 
be visibly present in one place, his Spirit can be invisibly 
present with all his people. Jesus says, I tell you the 
truth; itis for your advantage that I go away, even 
though it may not seem so to you. The Spirit will com- 
fort and guide you, and by his aid secure your triumphant 
success. 

Il, THE MISSION OF THE SPIRIT TO THE WORLD (va. 8-11). 


As the disciples should neither be surprised nor 
ashamed of the hatred and persecution of the world since 
their Master had received and borne the same treatment, 
so they need not be disheartened by it, for ample pro- 
vision had been made to insure their success. When 
the promised Spirit came he would “ reprove the world,” 
rebuke, refute, convince it, show it to be actuated by a 
wrong spirit, pursuing a wicked course, and rushing to a 
fearful end. The Spirit would vindicate their friendship 
for him, and demonstrate the hatred of the world toward 
him and his to be both foolish and fatal, wrong and 
ruinous. The Spirit convinces the world : 

(1.) Of sin. The world of mankind, unenlightened by 
the Word and Spirit of God, have no adequate knowledge 
of the nature, ill-desert, and awful consequences of sin. Un- 
til a man is convinced that he is a sinner, guilty and de- 
praved, he will not listen to the offer of a Saviour. Now 
it is the part of the Spirit to convince the soul of sin, and 
specially of the sin of unbelief, in not receiving the truth 
concerning Jesus, a sin which, if persisted in, is the most 
heinous of all, and will lead to perdition. It was thus, 
on the day of pentecost, under the preaching of Peter, 
that the Spirit moved upon the hearts of the multitude 
(Acts 2 : 37, 38). 

(2.) Of Righteousness: Christ’s righteousness. The Spirit 
will show by his work in the world through the preaching 
of the truth that, though men misunderstood, misrepre- 
sented, maligned, and condemned Christ, yet he was truly 
a righteous man, the Son of God; that his doctrines are 
true, his precepts pure, and that all he said and did was 
right, and specially that he was proved to be the Son of 
God, in that he rose from the dead and ascended to the 
right hand of the Majesty on high. The world shall be 
convinced that he who was falsely branded as a deceiver, 


One, the Losd of life and glory, “both Lord and 
Christ” (Acts 2 : 36). 

(3.) Of judgment. The Holy Spirit will set up a spirit- 
ual kingdom in the world, of which Jesus is the acknowl- 
edged king and head, by which the usurped authority of 
Satan, the prince of this world, over the minds of men 
shall be overthrown, his power broken, idolatry abolished, 
and multitudes delivered from the power of evil. The 
world shall be convinced that Jesus came to destroy the 
works of the devil, and that, as enthroned Mediator, he 
sways a sceptre of dominion and judgment over the whole 
world. Thus, generally, the Spirit was promised to en- 
courage and sustain the disciples in the midst of opposi- 
tion and difficulties. Fearlessly they might go on, for 
the Spirit was with them to convince the world of the 





righteous claims of Christ as the Messiah, of the great 


and wickedly crucified as a malefactor, is the Righteous” 





quilt a rejecting his iter, ahs of f the certainty of the 
success and ultimate triumph of his cause, 

What is true of the world is true of each human gies 
The Spirit, by awakening our consciences, convinces us 
of our sin and misery and of our need of Christ, by en- 
lightening our minds, and enables us to believe on him 
for righteousness unto salvation, and by renewing our 
wills, delivers us from the power of evil. Are we con- 
vinced of sin? Do we believe on the Lord Jesus Christ? 
Are we delivered from the power of Satan ? 

III. THE MISSION OF THE SPIRIT TO THE DISCIPLES 

(vs. 12-14). 

In addition to what our Lord had said, there were 
many things which it was necessary for the disciples to 
know, but which they were not then in a condition rightly 
to receive. Some of these things he may have told them 
during the forty days after the resurrection, when “ he 
opened their understandings that they might understand 
the Scripture” “and speak of the things pertaining to the 
kingdom of God.” But, doubtless, these “many things” 
mainly belonged to the “all truth” into which they were 
subsequently led by the Spirit. When the Spirit of truth 
is come,— 

(1.) He will gwide you into all truth. Already had 
Jesus told them that the Holy Ghost, as the Comforter, 
would teach them all things, and bring to their remem- 
brance whatever he had said unto them for their consola- 
tion. Now he says, as the Spirit of truth, he will guide 
them into all truth, for their usefulness, He will lead 
them to a fuller and clearer understanding of the doc- 
trines of the gospel. Many things which they then only 
saw “through a glass darkly” the Spirit would enable 
them clearly to discern. All that was necessary for them 
to know concerning the kingdom and salvation of Jesus 
would be fully unfolded to them as they required it. 

(2.) He will show you things tocome. Not only will the 
Spirit recall to your memory all things I have told you, 
and give you a clearer insight into their spiritual mean- 
ing, but he will unveil the future to you. This doubtless 
refers to the gift of prophesy bestowed on the apostles, of 
which there are many proofs in the Acts and the Epis- 
tles, and specially in the Book of Revelation. This 
promise may also include their right understanding of 
the wonderful things so soon to transpire, in connection 
with his own death, resurrection, and ascension. 

(3.) He shall glorify me. The Holy Spirit in all his 
guidance and revelations would honor Christ. It is the 
truth concerning me into which he will guide you, and 
which he will make known unto you. Thus wherever 
the apostles went they preached Christ. His person, his 
work, his death, his resurrection, and his coming were 
their constant themes. The doctrine of Christ is the one 
great central truth, the only truth the Spirit teaches or 
reveals, Any religion which does not exalt and honor 
Christ is not from the Holy Spirit. No other name but 
the name of Christ is revealed, or will be revealed, by 
which we can be saved. 

The work of the Spirit in the hearts of the first apos- 
tles, so far as special inspiration is concerned, was pecu- 
liar, but in most respects is common to all believers. As 
it is his prerogative to convince us of sin and lead us to 
Christ, so it is his to lead us into all the truth concerning 
Christ, and to take of the things of Christ and show them 
unto us for our sanctification and fruitfulness. 

REMARKS, 

(1.) The Spirit is promised. Jesus has certainly gone, 
and as surely has the Spirit been sent. Let our prayer 
be, Lord, give us the Holy Spirit. May he dwell in us, 
to comfort our hearts and to show us the things of Christ. 

(2.) The world is still opposed to Christ. Many have 
been delivered from the power of darkness and translated 
into the kingdom of God’s dear Son, but multitudes are 
unconvinced and unsaved. May the Spirit, sent by our 
ascended Saviour, convince the world of sin, righteous- 
ness, and judgment. Let us lovingly tell the truth as it 
is in Jesus, and fervently pray for the Spirit to render it 
effectual. “Pour water upon the thirsty and floods upon 
the dry ground” (Isa. 44: 3; 32: 13). May the Holy 
Spirit convince and convert sinners, guide and comfort 
believers, and glorify Chane i in us and by us. 


PRIMARY ‘NORMAL HINTS. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 
HE lesson plan as developed is founded upon the 
following Scripture: 
Tue Hoty Sprrrit: 1 John 5: 7. 
Promised: John 14: 16, 17; 15: 26; Joel 2: 28, 29. 
Explained: John 3: 5-8; Titus 3: 5-7, 
Given: John 20: 19-22; Acts 2: 1-4; 4: 3l. 
THe Work or THE Sprrir. 
Toteach: John 14: 26. 
Guide: Acts 8 : 29-39. 
Reprove: John 16: 8-11. 
Comfort: Acts 9: 31. 
Ask if any child can tell the words spoken when one 
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is baptized? “I baptize thee in the name of the——.” 
See if any can say the words of benediction, when with 
lifted hands the minister says some words of blessing 
before we go out of the church. Who are the three 
named in baptiem and in blessing? Recall an object- 
lesson given some months ago with a rose, the plant, the 
blossom, and the perfume which you cannot see—all 
parts of one planet, So these three, the Father, Son, and 
Spirit, are one. 

Jesus talked of the Holy Spirit in that last sweet talk 
he had with his disciples. Why were they so sad that 
night? Whatdid he say about their hearts being trou- 
bled? He had told them that he was to goaway. Did 
he know all their thoughts? He said, “ Because I have 
said these things unto you, sorrow hath filled your 
hearts.” What things? 

When your dear mother is going on a long journey 
and leaving you at home, as she says good-bye to you, 
don’t the tears come and doesn’t it seem as if your 
heart almost choked your throat? Perhaps she says, 
“ Now, my dear little child, do not grieve about it. I 
will send you something very nice that you could not 
have, unless I go and buy it.” Doesn’t that cheer you 
up a little? Just so Jesus talked to his friends. He 
said, “I will not leave you comfortless.” What do we 
call a child who has no father nor mother? The very 
name orphan so touches all hearts that by gifts of money 
great houses are built and called Orphan Asyluma, to be 
homes for children who are homeless. The word com- 
fortless which Jesus used, means orphans. He would not 
leave them alone with no one to comfort their sorrow ; 
and he said, “I will pray the Father and he shall give 
you another Comforter that he may abide with you for- 
ever.” This promised Comforter is the one our lesson is 
about to-day. Write on the board, Tar Hoty Sprrrit. 


The Holy Spirit was always a part of God. In the 
creation of the world, ages before, the Spirit of God 
moved on the face of the waters, David calls the Spirit 
the “ breath of God” (Pas. 33: 6). 

Who went to talk with Jesus by night? He could 
not understand about the Spirit of God which could 
change the heart. This isthe way Jesus taught him ; he 
reminded him that he could not see the wind. Can you? 
You can hear it blow, sometimes it roars like a tempest, 
and again only a gentle sigh. You can see what it does. 
It shakes the trees and sweeps off the leaves, strewing 
them everywhere; but can you see the wind itself? So, 
we cannot see the Spirit, but we can learn what the 
Spirit can do, and see if we have not felt his work in 
our hearts, 

The Spirit was not to come for awhile and then go 
away, for Jesus said, “ He dwelleth with you and shall 
be in you.” Recall lesson upon the vine and the 
branches, questioning how Jesus taught. “Abide in 
me.” The same word he used about the Comforter, for 
he said, “ He may abide with you forever.” Did Jesus 
ever make a promise that was not kept? In exactly 
fifty days the Holy Spirit was sent. Explain pentecost. 
Read with class, Acts 2: 1-4. Have Golden Text re- 
peated. Write, He Witt Teacu, 


In that wonderful day the disciples were taught to speak 
in languages that they had never learned, for the city 
was crowded with strangers from every country, and the 
disciples were helped to speak so that every one could 
hear his own language. That was a miracle, but this is 
the promise to all who are real friends of Jesus, “The 
Holy Spirit shall teach you all things and bring all things 
to your remembrance.” When John wrote these words 
he was a very old man; a great many years had passed 
since he listened to them; the head that had rested on 
Jesus’ bosom had grown white. But the Holy Spirit 
helped him to remember all about Jesus; how he looked, 
what he did, what he said. 

The Holy Spirit will teach us to worship God. Who 
built the tabernacle? What were some of the things in 
it? There was one man more than all the rest, except 
Moses, filled by the Spirit of God with wisdom to know 
how to work in gold and silver and brass, in cutting stones 
and carving wood, to make the ark and the mercy seat, 
the altars and the golden candlestick. 

The Spirit will help us to pray, for we often do not 
know how, nor what, to ask for. A kind teacher helps 
his scholars and shows them how to do as he teaches. 

The Holy Spirit will guide us, In the first chapter of 
the Bible Moses tells how the Spirit moved, while the 
great Three-in-One God made this earth to be a home for 
man and the place where Jesus should come to show his 
love. In the last chapter of the Bible John tells how the 
Holy Spirit calls, “ Come.” Jesus says, “ He will guide you 
into all truth.” Who is “the Way, the Truth and the 
Life?” He will guide all who try to work for Jesus, so 
they may win others to love him. 

To which disciple did Jesus first say, “Follow me”? 
The year after Jesus’ death the Spirit guided him to go 
on a long journey across a desert. He met a man riding 
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in a chariot reading as he rode along. The Spirit guided 


Philip to speak to this man. He was a chief in the ser- 
vice of a queen in Africa, going home from Jerusalem. 
He asked Philip to sit in the chariot with him, and 
showed him what he was reading. “He was led as a 
sheep to the slaughter, and like a lamb dumb before his 
shearers so opened he not his mouth.” Do you know 
whom that meant? The man did not, but he was trying to 
learn, and the Spirit, to teach and guide him, led Philip 
to him. Don’t you think he would love to tell about the 
dear Master he had been with for three years; how he 
looked as he stood so silent and patient before those who 
abused him? How he died on the cross to save all who 
believe? Philip preached Jesus as they went, and the 
Spirit helped the man to understand, for he said, “I be- 
lieve that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” 

Every Sabbath-chool scholar has heard more of Jesus 
than that African chief had, and so the Spirit will guide 
every child to understand and believe. 

The Spirit will reprove us. Jesus said, “The Spirit will 
reprove the world of sin.” A poor little street sweeper 
one day found a purse in the gutter. A lady had just 
crossed and he saw something fall in the heap of dry 
leaves. He picked it up, slipped it quickly in his pocket, 
then looked around to see if he was watched. “Oh!” 
thought he, “my four words.” He looked up to the sky; 
then he started running until he overtook the lady, when 
he returned it. The Spirit brought to his remembrance 
the only verse of the Bible he ever knew. Just one Sun- 
day before he had been taken to a mission-school, and 
his teacher told him about God and his watching eye and 
his love. Then she said, “I will give you four words to 
carry with you every day, ‘Thou God seest me.’” 
The worst sin is to reject Christ. May the Spirit show 
you that God watches every day to see if you love and 
believe his Son. 

The Spirit will comfort us. When you are crying and 
troubled and some one reminds you of bright, happy 
things, don’t you forget your sorrow? So the Spirit does. 
When Jesus calls those we love to himself and leaves us 
here, the Spirit brings to our minds pictures of their 
sweet home, of the many mansions, and the hope of our 
being there too with the Saviour. Jesus knew that trials 
would come to his disciples, but in a few years, instead of 
the few who were frightened and fled away when he died, 
there were hundreds and thousands who had been taught 
by the Spirit and were Christians. In five years there 
had been much sorrow and trouble. James was beheaded, 
Stephen stoned, Peter and John thrown into prison, men 
and women bound; but in the comfort of the Holy 
Ghost the churches were multiplied in Judea, Galilee, 
and Samaria, countries where Jesus had walked and 
talked, and where his disciples had preached. Review 
from board, ques‘ioning on each part : 


THE HOLY SPIRIT 


TEACH, 
GUIDE, 
REPROVE, 


48 COMFORT. 

Some teachers may prefer to tell of the various em- 
blems by which we are taught of the Spirit, as the dove, 
dew, fire, ete. But whatever is your leseon plan, do not ne- 
glect to makea practical and tender appeal tothe heart and 
conscience, Tell how gently the Spirit comes to a little 
child. When your head rests on the pillow at night some- 
thing asks, “ Did I obey my mother to-day? Was I kind 
at school? Did I deceive my teacher? Did I pray this 
morning?” Does a voice sometimes seem to say, “ My 
dear child, love me now, give me your heart, ask me to 
forgive your sin; I died for you, I will abide with you if 
you will only love me?” Listen to it; it is the gentle 
Spirit. There is a solemn warning given us, “ Grieve not 
the Spirit.” Would you turn away from a kind friend 
while he whispered words of love? 

Cloge by repeating, in concert, with closed eyes and 
folded hands, David's prayer, ‘Cast me not’ away from 
thy presence; take not thy Holy Spirit from me.” 

Louisville, Ky. 














ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 


Jorts 16:7.—J tell you the truth—As if he had said, 
Though your grief be ever so great, ye must hear 
how it is profitable for you that I go away.—Chrysostom. 


If I withdraw not my body from your eyes I cannot 
lead you to the understanding of the invisible, through 
the Comforting Spirit.— Gregory. 


Expedient.—This implies that the dispensation of the 
Spirit is a more blessed manifestation of God than was 
even the bodily presence of the risen Saviour. The gift 
of the Spirit, at and since the day of pentecost, was and 
is something totally distinct from anything before that 
time,—Alford. 


8. Reprove.—The word translated “to reprove,” means 
commonly to demonstrate by argument, to prove, to per- 
suade any one to do a thing by presenting reasons. It 
hence means also to convince of anything, and particu- 
larly to convince of crime.— Barnes. 





[Vol. XVIL., No. 43. 


9. Of sin.—The Lord means first specifically the sin of 
unbelief. This is no mere error, but the foundation and 
crown, the fruit and kernel, the true essential substance 
of all sin of the evil will.—Richter. 


Not that all sin consists in rejecting Christ, but that 
the rejection of Christ leaves them in the full possession 
of all their guilt, and to the full consequences of all their 
sins. By rejecting Christ they hold on to all sin.— Whedon. 


The Spirit convinces of the fact of sin, that we have 
done so and 80; of the fault of sin, that we have done ill 
in doing so; of the folly of sin, that we have acted against 
right reason and our true interest; of the filth of sin, 
that by it we are become odious to God ; of the fountain 
of sin, the corrupt nature ; and, lastly, of the fruit of sin 
—that the end thereof is death.— Henry. 


10. Of righteousness—The Holy Ghost convinces the 
world of 6 romeo partly, that it must necessarily 
have a righteousness ; partly, that it cannot find that 
righteousness in itself; partly, that it should seek such 
righteousness in Christ.— Rieger. 


Beyond doubt it was Christ’s personal righteousness 
which the Spirit was to bring home to the sinner’s heart. 
The evidence of this was to lie in the great historical 
fact that he had gone to the Father. Thus the Spirit in 
this second sphere of his work is seen convincing men 
that there is in Christ perfect relief under the sense of 
sin.—D. Brown. 


11. Of judgment.—He would oblige them to see that 
Jesus of Nazareth had conquered, overcome, and judged 
the devil and all his host, and was exalted to be a Prince 
and a Saviour at the right hand of God.— Ryle. 


The judgment spoken of is the world’s judgment: on 
the one side their judgment, or estimate, or discrimina- 
tion of things, on the other side God’s judgment, which is 
opposed to it. The world’s judgment is found under the 
prince of this world, but the Spirit of God will convict 
this judgment of wrong.— Alford. 


12. Many things to say.—Such as the abolition of the 
law, the rejection of the Jews, and the calling of the Gen- 
tiles—Abp. Newcome. 

See what a teacher Christ is! None like him for co- 
piousness, When he has said much he has still many 
more things to say; treasures of wisdom and knowledge 
are hid in him. None like him for compassion.—Henry. 


13. He, the Spirit of truth.—This mode of expression 
ee 1 Saoeg proof that the Holy Spirit is a person. — 


The Spirit will lead, the Christians must therefore walk 
with him.—Brauwne. 


14. Shall glorify me——By enabling you to work mira- 
cles, and to foretell future events, and by leading you to 
all evan: cal truths; and by the conversion both of 
Jews and Gentiles.— Abp. Newcome. 


In proportion as men overlook or do not trust, expect, 
and pray for the influences of the Holy Spirit, Christ is 
aeaheaen and dishonored even by those who call them- 
selves his disciples.— Scott. 





ILLUSTRATIONS. 
SELECTED BY THE REV. W. F. CRAFTS. 


AMES of the Holy Spirit—The Spirit, The Spirit 
N of God, The Holy Spirit of God, The Seven Spirits 
of Gad, The Spirit of the Lord, The Eternal Spirit, The 
Spirit of the Father, The Voice of the Lord, The Breath 
of the Almighty, The Power of the Highest, Free Spirit, 
Good Spirit, Spirit of Christ, Spirit of the Son, The Com- 
forter, Spirit of Truth, etc. 


— The promise of the Father.” —Ocher promises are “ great 
and precious,” but this promise of the Spirit is “the prom- 
ise of the Father pre-eminently.” In the Bank of Eng- 
land there is a million pound note (five million dollars) 
which trusted visitors are allowed to take for a moment 
in their hands. Amid a multitude of smaller notes that 
stands pre-eminent as the largest. So the promise of the 
Spirit is God’s greatest promise, and every one of us can 
not only take it but use it as our own precious wealth, 


—The Spirit comforting —If God had told me some time 
ago that he was about to make me as happy as I could be 
in this world, and then he had told me that he should 
begin by crippling me in all my limbs, and removing me 
from my usual sources of enjoyment, I should have 
thought it a very strange mode of accomplishing this pur- 
pose. And yet how is his wisdom weonlieeied even in 
this?— Payson. 


—The Spirit convicting.—Father Taylor was as un- 
known to himself till after his twenty-first year as many 
a village Hampden is till his seventieth. He was a 
bright cabin boy and sailor, spinning, undoubtedly, un- 
conscionable yarns, and breaking out in marvelous jests, 
swinging his arms in unconscious oratory, his eye burn- 
ing, his frame palpitating with fervor, all running to 
waste like a river without a mill, like the ocean without 
asail. Grace cleft the rock of his genius, and the wa- 
ters gushed forth. He went into Bromfield Lane an un- 
known, reckless sailor ; he left it a man of fame. Had 
he declined that call of God’s Spirit, his soul would have 
slumbered in its cell forever. He accepted the Word 
and became immortal. In 1810 he began to live. All 
before was a blank. A child running from his mother’s 
door, a wanderer on the seas, a man without a name or a 
home, he strolled by Dr. Griffin’s eloquent oratory, and 


turned into the humble Methodist conventicle. What’ 


did Hedding preach upon that night which bort down so 
resistlessly on that young and fiery soul? His text is 
lost, but not its fruit. 


—The Spirit teaching and pew fale unseen guide 
of God’s Israel to-day and the visible guide of Israel of 


old may be compared—the Spirit of God and the pillar of 
cloud and fire. Our way is pointed out as surely as Is- 
rael’s, “As many as are led by the Spirit of God they 
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ok tae sons of God.” “He that hath abi om Mabe tak him 
hear what the Spirit saith.” 


—The Spirit resisted.—A hunter upon the prairie saw, 
with terror, the distant indications of an approaching 
rairie fire. He must kindle about him  counter-fire or 
be destroyed by the tide of flame. He had but two 
matches left, and if he should fail to start the fire with 
one of those he would be lost. He struck one. It failed. 
His hope of life hung on a single match. He struck it. 
The fire kindled. Hewas safe. God’s Spirit has been so 
long resisted in some hearts that only one or two calls re- 
main. If they are resisted the soul will be lost forever. 
Perhaps the Tast call is being uttered in some sinner’s 
heart at this moment. God grant it may be successful. 





THE BLACKBOARD. 


BY THE REV. J. B. ATCHINSON. 


GOLDEN TEXT. 
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HINGS.” 


SUGGESTIVE OUTLINE. 


THE HOLY SPIRIT, 

TT, COMFORTER. 
REPROV ER. 
GUIDE. 
TEACHER. 





THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT. 


> HE ere us Things to Come. 
(Chap. 16: 13.) 
—uts us in Remembrance. 
(Chap. 14: 26.) 
-nhabits Believers’ Hearts. 
(Chap. 14:17.) 
Roewrres the World. 
(Chap. 16: 8.) 
-nstructs us in all Things. 
(Chap. 14: 26.) 
Li tifies of Christ. 
(Chap. 15: 26.) 


WILL REPROVE 
WILL GUIDE 
WILL SHOW 
WILL TEACH 

‘WILL COMFORT 
aay 


T Il WILL COME TO , T 


WILL DWELL WITH 
WILL ABIDE IN ] 











EMEMBER THE GREATEST 
or ALL SJ) 1s THE 
EJECTION OF CHRIST. 
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ELIEVE NOT ON ME.” 


"| |, not leave you ste ria 
LJ send you the OMFORTER.” 


‘HE WILL SHOW YOU 
To COME,” 


-EAVENLY MANSIONS. 
Loamorratrry. 
-EW NAME, NEW SONG. 
-LORIES OF HEAVEN. 
EAT AT GOD'S RIGHT HAND. 
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COME. HOLY COMFORTER. 


Words by the Rrv. J. B. ArcHrnson. 
Slow. 


Music by W. 8S. MARSHALL. 
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Spirit of truth, be thou my guide, 
Forever in my heart abide ; 

The will of God to me make known, 
And teach me more of Christ the Son. 


Show me the way that [ must go; 

Teach me all things that I should know ; 
And when my cares and labors cease, 
Lead me to Christ and endless peace. 





[ Entered, according to Act of Congress, by Jon WANAMAKER in the Office of the Librarian of Congress at Washington. | 
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THE SEVEN CHOSEN. ....ccccccscssccseseess Acts 6: 1-15. 
Commit to memory vs. 1-7. 

Golden Text.—1 Tim. 3 : 13. 

13. Review; or, A Lesson SELECTED BY THE ScHOOL. 

Golden Text,—Isa. 60:1. 


THIRD QUARTER. 


SCHEDULE OF INTERNATIONAL 12. 
LESSONS FOR 1876. 


S° many calls have come to us for a list of the In- 
ternational Bible Lessons, and their Golden 
Texts, for 1876, that we reprint the Lesson Com-| ,; 


. ‘ - Davin's CHARGE TO Sotomon.....1 Chron. 28 : 1-10. 
mittee’s schedule herewith for the convenience of our 


Commit to memory vs. 6-10. 


Golden Text.—1 Chron. 28 : 9. 
nikon FIRST QUARTER. 2. SOLOMON’S CHOICE... ...0cessseeecseoes 2 Chron. 1 : 1-17. 
Commit to memory vs. 7-12. 
1. SAUL RBEIBCTED....0..cccoerescccces eee 1 Sam. 15: 10-23. Golden Text.—James 1 : 5. 
Commit to memory ys. 17-23. 3. SOLOMON’S TEMPLE........seseeseseeees 2 Chron. 3 : 1-17. 
Golden Text.—Heb. 12 : 17. Commit to memory vs. 1-6, 
2. DAVID ANOINTED KING........00000+ 1 Sam. 16: 1-13. Golden Text.—1 Kings 8 : 27. 
Commit to memory vs. 7-13. 4, Tue Tempie DEDICATED............ 1 Kings 8; 5-21. 
Golden Text.—1 Sam. 16 : 13. Commit to memory vs. 5-11. 
3. DAVID AND GOLIATH.........00.0000- 1 Sam, 17 : 38-51. Golden Text.—Rom. 12: 1. 
Commit to iad vs. 45-49. 5. SOLOMON’S PRAYER.....-s0+seeeeseeeee 1 Kings 8 : 22-30, 
Golden Text.—Phil. 4 : 13. Commit to memory vs. 27-30. 
4. DAVID IN THE PALACE..........0.0++ 1 Sam. 18: 1-16. Golden Text.—Ps. 132: 8 
Commit to memory vs. 1, 12-16. ° 6. SoLOMOoN’s PROSPERITY.........4..+4- 1 Kings 10 : 1-10. 
Golden Text.—Prov. 16: 7. Commit to memory vs. 4-9. 
5. DAVID AND JONATHAN,.--+++0000000 1 Sam. 20 : 35-42. Golden Text.—Matt. 12 : 42. 
Commit to memory vs. 41, 42. 7. Tue Cact or WIispom.. . --Prov. 1 : 20-33. 
Golden Text.— Prov. 18 : 24. Commit to memory v vs. . 20-26, 
6. Davip SPARING SAUL,.....sueseeeeee 1 Sam, 24 : 1-16. Golden Text.—Rev. 3: 20. 
Commit to pence? vs. 9-15. 8. THE VALUE OF WISDOM..........++:0006 Prov. 3: 1-19. 
Golden Text.—Rom. 12: 17. Commit to memory vs. 1-7. 
7. SAUL AND HIs Sons tee Ecektnasasc 1 Sam. 31: 1-6. Golden Text.—Job 28 : 15. 
Commit to memory vs. 3-6. 9. Hongsr InpusTRY.. janie .-Prov. 6: 6-22. 
Golden Text.—Prov. 14 : 32. Commit to memory ¥ vs. 6- 1. 
8. Dayvrp EstABLISHED KING.........++. 2 Sam. 5: 17-25. Golden Text.—Rom. 12 : 
Commit to memory vs. 17-21. 10. LW TEMPERANCE......000.00ccsccsecceseres Prov. 23 : 29-35. 
Golden Text.—2 Chron. 20 : 20. Commit to penete vs. 29-35, 
9. THe ARK BrovuGurt TO ZIon......... 2 Sam. 6: 1-15. Golden Text.—Eph. ! 
Commit to memory vs. 6-11. 11, THe ExceLient waiine Ee casedcasnes Prov. 31 : 10-31. 
Golden Text.—Ps. 132 : 13. Commit to aw vs. 25-31. 
10. Gop’s CovENANT wir DaAvrn......2 Sam. 7 : 18-29. Golden Text,—Acts 9 : 
Commit to memory vs. 27-29. BS, B GODS BO oc cccceccdsccccccoca Ecclesiastes 12 : 1-14, 
Golden Text.—Acts 13 : 23. Commit to memory vs. 8-14. 
11. ABSALOM’S REBELLION.........++++s0 2. Sam. 15: 1-14. Golden Text.—1 Tim, 4: 8. 
Yommit to memory vs. 1-6. 13. Review ; on, A Lesson SELECTED BY THE SCHOOL. 
Golden Text.—Prov. 30: 17. Golden Tert,—Prov. 4 : 23. 
12, ABSALOM'S DEATH EO 2 Sam. 18 : 24-33. FOURTH QUARTER, 
Commit to memory vs. 29-3 oe 
Golden Text-—Prov. 11 : 19. . STEPHEN'S DEFENCE.........0.+sseceeeeees- Acts 7: 1-19, 


Commit to memory vs. 1-7. 
Golden Text.—Rom. 9 : 5. 
» STEPHEN’S DEFENCE.......cs00+ssereseseee Acts 7 : 35-50. 
Commit to oe vs. 44-50. 
Golden Text.—Heb. 10: 
. STEPHEN’S Atrendhithy Shea adethie dealin Acts 7 : 51-60. 
Commit to memory vs. 54-60. 
Golden Text.—Phil. 1 : 20. 


13. Review; or, A Lesson SELECTED BY THE SCHOOL, 
Golden Text.—Ps, 37 : 34. 
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SECOND QUARTER. 
1. THE ASCENDING LORD. ........cccccesceees Acts 1: 1-12. 
Commit to memory vs. 6-11. 
Golden Text.—Luke 24: 51. 
. THe Day or PENTECOST 
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: . SIMON THE SORCERER,.........sececeseseeee, Acts 8 : 9-25. 
Commit to memory vs. 1-6. Commit to memory vs. 18-24, 
Golden Text.—Matt. 3: 11. Golden Text.—Acts 8 : 21. 
S. PRTER'S DEFENCE. .......cccccccccscccsoase Acts 2 : 12-28. 


5. PHILIP AND THE ETHIOPIAN............ Acts 8 : 26-40. 


Commit to memory vs. 16-21. Commit to memory ys. 34-39. 


Golden Text.—1 Peter 1 : 10. 


4, Tue Earty CuRIsTIAN CHURCH....¢--Acts 2: 37-47. - 6. Ryne E gettin mated Boag ipatastsd dedi Acts 9: 1-18 
Commft to memory vs. 37-42, Commit to memory ys. 1-6, 5 " 

_ Golden Text.—Row. 10-13. Golden Text.—Ezk. 36 : 26. 

5. THe Lame Man HEALED............... Acts, 3: 1-11. 


“I 


. Sauw’s EaRty MUNISTRY...........2.000 Acts 9 : 19-30. 
Commit to memory vs. 20-25. 
Golden Text.—Gal. 1 : 23. 
8. Dorcas Restrorep To Lire..............Acts 9 : 31-43. 
Commit to ars vs. 36-40, 
Golden Text.—Ps. 112: 6. 
lo PM VINO ccnkisdhnnkedianiiic cn icdocceiey Acts 10 : 1-20. 
Commit to memory vs. 17-20, 
Golden Text.—Acts 10 : 34. 


Commit to memory ys. 1-7. 
Golden Text.—Acts 3 : 16. 
6. THe Power or Jesus’ NAME.......... Acts 3 : 12-26. 
Commit to memory vs. 12-16, 
Golden Text.—Acts 4: 12. 
© CHRIGPIAM ‘COURAGBi.+...000cccsccccccccecse Acta 4 : 8-22. 
Commit to memory vs. 8-13. 
Golden Text.—Prov. 28 : 1. 


~l 


8. CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP Ad» ddd acdshabibbann Acts 4 : 23-37. | 10. Tue Genrizes REcErven..............Acts 10 : 34-48. 
Commit to memory vs. 31-35. Commit to memory. vs. 4 1-48, 
Golden Text.—Rom. 12 : 5. Golden Text.—Isa. 60 : 3. 
©. LiMn WHR GOW crcdscecsccnrscaccisncseeace Acts 5: 1-11. | 11. Spreap or TH GosPEL............cce0es Acts 11 : 19-30, 


Commit to memory vs. 1-6. 
Golden Text.—Acts 5 : 4 

10, THE APOSTLES IN PRISON....+cseceeceees Acts 5 : 12-26. | 12 
Commit to memory vs. 17-23. 

Golden Text.—1 Peter 4 : 16. 
11, THe APosTLEs BEFORE THE Councit..Acts 5 : 27-42, | 13 
Commit to memory vs. 27-33. 
Golden Text.—Rom., 8 : 31. 14 


" Commit to memory vs, 21-26, 

Golden Text.—Mark 16: 20. 

> IN TO OI a tilda canes nnnesseniunis Acts 12: 1-17. 
Commit to MePART vs. 1-7, 
tolden Text.—Pa. 34: 

. Review ; or, A laemunt SELECT ED BY THE SCHOOL, 

Golden Text. —Isa. 60 : 22. 
. ANNUAL REVIEW, oR SELECTION. 
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Che Sunday School Cimes. 


PHILADELPHIA, OCTOBER 23, 1875. 
NOTICES, 


Manuscripts for publication, and items of intelligence for this 
paper, should be addressed to H. Clay Trumbull, Editor, Taz 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL Timgs, 610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Unaccepted manuscripts cannot be returned unless their writers 
make request accordingly, and inclose stamps for the postage, 
at the time they submit them. 


Letters concerning subscriptions or advertisements should be 
addressed to John D. Wattles, Business Manager, Tax SuNDAY- 
SCHOOL TrmEs, 610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


For terms of subscription, and for advertising rates, see Pus- 
LISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


H. CLAY TRUMBULL, EDITOR. 


SUBSCRIBERS WHO WISH TO HAVE THEIR PAPER 
CONTINUED WITHOUT INTERRUPTION SHOULD SEE TO 
IT THAT THEIR SUBSCRIPTION I8 RENEWED AT LEAST 
TWO WEEKS BEFORE THE DATE OF ITS EXPIRATION. 
THAT DATE IS PLAINLY PRINTED ON THE YELLOW 
LABEL OF ADDRESS, 

CONVENTIONS multiply at ‘this season of the year. 
Reports which we should gladly use at ordinary times 
we are now unable to find room for. As much space 
as the limits of other departments will allow in our 
columns is devoted to the best thoughts presented at 
the more important recent gatherings. Other good 
material in this line is, to our regret, omitted. 


Tue National Temperance Society proposes an- 
other series of conferences in the parlors of the New 
York Young Men’s Christian Association, to consider 
“the scientific, economic, social, educational, reli- 
gious, political, and legislative aspects of the temper- 
ance reform.” Dr. Elisha Harris is, at an early date, 
to read a paper upon “The influence of alcohol on 
vitality, diseases, and mortality.” 

Ir would be well if correspondents would always 
indicate the state in which they reside, as well as the 
township. It is not easy to judge from either the 
handwriting or the signature whether the Newark 
from which a man dates his letter is in New Jersey 
or Ohio, In the programmes or circular announce- 
ments of local conventions received by us, the omis- 
sion of the name of the state sometimes leaves us in 
doubt as to the part of the country in which the 
gathering is to be held. 





GeorGE C, NEEDHAM, the evangelist, has returned 
from the British provinces, where for four weeks he held 
three meetings aday. In St. John, Halifax, Pictou, 
and other places, there were many conversions, and 
everywhere Christians seemed stirred to greater efforts 
in Bible study and Christian work. As Mr. Needham 
sails next week with his family for Europe to spend 
several months in evangelistic labors there, his last 
public services in this-city will be held next Sunday 
in the Spruce Street Baptist Church. He expects to 
return next year bringing with him other English 
evangelists. 


A CHRISTIAN gentleman riding on the rear plat- 
form of a New York street car took occasion to 
quietly say a word to the conductor, on the subject of 
personal religion. At once the conductor replied in 
substance, “ It’s of no use to talk religion to street 
carmen. Here are five thousand of us who have no 
Sabbath, because you insist that we shall keep on the 
road all through Sunday, so that a few of you can 
go to your favorite churches in another part of the 
city.” The rights of men who are at work on city 
railroads cannot fairly be ignored in a discussion of 
the Sabbath question. Public servants and private 
servants have a right to a day of rest and to privi- 
leges of worship. Christians had better cluster for 
worship in their immediate home neighborhood than 
insist that men so work to carry them to church as to 
be deprived of all opportunity for rest or worship. 





MORE space than we can commonly give to a single 
convention is devoted to our report of the State Con- 
vention of Virginia, yet we think our readers will be 
glad of all that we lay before them from this assembly. 
As the first gathering of its kind in the Old Dominion, 
its importance was exceptional. Moreover, the pa- 





THE SUN DAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


pers presented at its several sessions were carefully 
prepared and of special value. The essays and 
speeches published by us last week were certainly 
worthy of the prominence accorded them. The pa- 
pers by Messrs. Whiteley and Cutler, presented in full 
in this issue, as well as those by Messrs. Weddell, 
Dunnaway, and Chancellor, which we outline, are 
likely to attract the attention they merit. The dis- 
cussions on the several themes before the convention 
were intelligent and spirited. It is rare that a state 
convention supplies so much material worthy of 
study and preservation, as that of Virginia. The 
delegates did well to provide for the publication of 
the proceedings and addresses in pamphlet form. 


Messrs. Moopy AND SANKEY are to begin their 
evangelistic work at Brooklyn, N. Y., on Sunday, 
October 31. A skating rink capable of accommoda- 
ting some ten thousand persons is being put in order 
for the union services. The New York secular pa- 
pers, as well as the religious weeklies, will probably 
give extended reports of these meetings. The evan- 
gelists are expected at Philadelphia about the first of 
December. The question between Philadelphia and 
Brooklyn as to their earliest labora was decided by 
the unanimous action of the committees of arrange- 
ment from the two cities. The Christian at Work is 
confident that the evangelists are starting at the right 
place. It modestly declares, “Boston is too far 
north, Philadelphia is too far south, Chicago is too 
far west, and New York is on the wrong side of the 
river. When they decided to go to Brooklyn they 
did what will be the very best thing for the church, 
and there is no point at which they could more 
thoroughly plant the lever which by the grace of 
God will rock the whole nation.” Many Christians 
are praying that the result will prove this view of the 
case to be the correct one. 


THe Sunday-school cause has suffered no small 
disgrace through the too frequent unauthorized ad- 
vertising of prominent speakers to have a part in 
conventions and meetings of associations and unions, 
An.added obstacle to progress is given every time 
that a well-known speaker fails of appearance at a 
gathering in the interests of this cause, when expec- 
tations of his presence have been held out by those 
arranging for the meeting. Of course there are times 
when providential barriers hinder the most careful 
and punctual man from fulfilling his engagement, In 
such cases the explanation to the audience should be 
so clear as to convince beyond a question that no 
lack of intention or effort on man’s part prevented 
the attendance of the announced speaker. If attend- 
ance was promised and the speaker failed without an 
obviously sufficient excuse, he should be pilloried for 
the time, and left outside of such gatherings for the 
future. But if the managers of the meetings made 
the announcement without due authorization the dis- 
grace should rest upon them, as surely as the discredit 
attaches to the cause they assume to represent. 
Hardly anything is more important in preparation 
for a Sunday-school meeting than honest endeavor to 
make no promise, and to hold out no expectation 
with reference to it that is not to be fulfilled—unless 
God interposes by a marked providence to put such 
fulfillment out of the question. 


IS IT WORTH REPORTING ? 


UNDAY-SCHOOL conventions, Sunday-school 
institutes, and meetings of Sunday-school asso- 
ciations and unions are now so common that the re- 
port of such a gathering can have interest to the 
general reader only as it presents facts, thought, or 
suggestions which are fresh, timely, and helpful. The 
public cares very little to learn that such a meeting 
has been held, that it was well attended, that its de- 
votional services were impressive, that the reports 
from local schools were full, or meagre, that the 
essays at its several sessions were able, and the ad- 
dresses eloquent, that the discussions were spirited, 
that the hospitality of the entertainers was unbounded, 
and that the influence of the meeting can hardly fail 
of promoting the best interests of the Sunday-school 
cause in the vicinity. 

All this has been reported so many times of so 
many gatherings, that it may fairly be taken for 
granted of any such meeting anywhere. If there is 
nothing beyond this to report, no record of the ses- 
sions should be given to the outside public, even 
though the recording secretary chooses to enter it on 
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his minutes. Yet just this is the most common form 
of report sent for publication to the secular and re- 
ligious press, It looks sometimes as if the writers of 
these reports used a printed form, only filling in the 
blanks left for dates, places, and persons, to adapt it 
to the particular meeting. Indeed if there was any 
call for reports of this sort, it would save time and 
expense to have such blanks prepared, and to keep 
the same form in type in newspaper offices for use as 
occasion demand. 

It is not enough even to particularize comments as 
to the several essayists or speakers. The Sunday- 
school public is already informed that Dr. Vincent 
conducted the exercises in his usual instructive and 
felicitous manner, that George A. Peltz was sensible 
and thorough in all his work on the occasion, that 
Ralph Wells was intensely earnest in his address, 
and magnetic and impressive as a speaker, and that 
B. F.. Jacobs so handled the Bible lesson as to make 
Scripture interpret Scripture and to bring out clearly 
the most important truths of the passage. The fact 
that of the local speakers one was lucid and con- 
vincing, another concise and emphatic, yet another 
happy, and a half score eloquent or practical is not 
in itself of sufficient importance to occupy the col- 
umns of a newspaper or the time of a Sunday-school 
worker. All this could well be left out of any pub- 
lished report of any gathering in the interests of the 
Sunday-school cause. 

But in every such meeting which is worthy of re- 
port there is something said or done which would 
prove of interest to the general Sunday-school public 
if fairly presented. Dr, Vincent, and all the other 
men of prominence in this work, are sure to say some- 
thing at such a time which is worth remembering, 
worth repeating. That might well be noted and 
given to the public. Single facts brought out in the 
school reports which are distinctive and note- 
worthy should be made prominent. So should 
the methods of work advised or exhibited. In 
this way, almost every convention, or institute, or 
meeting of an association or union in the interests of 
the Sunday-school cause could send in its contribu- 
tion to the common fund of helpful and inspiriting 
information. What is wanted in the report of such 
gatherings is the distinct exhibit of the facts, the 
thoughts, the suggestions which went to make the 
meeting profitable. The outline of its exercises, the 
description of its sessions, and the reporter’s opinions 
of the manner in which all interested did their work, 
are not called for in the public prints. The good 
things said and shown at such a gathering are wanted 
by the public. The fact that good things were said 
and done there is of very little consequence to the 
outside world. 


THE VALUE OF ONE QUESTION. 


Ox well considered question from the superinten- 
dent’s desk will often do more to awaken thought 
and provoke right action in a Sunday-school than 
would an extended address on the theme of the ques- 
tion. Some years ago a visitor was invited to say a 
few words in a Sunday-school. Holding up a copy 
of the Bible, he asked, ‘“ What book is this?” “The 
Bible,” was the answer from all parts of the room. 
* Whose word is the Bible?” he asked again. “God's,” 
was the reply. “ How many of you think that the 
Bible is God’s word?” he inquired. ‘Those who do 
may hold up their hands.” Nearly every scholar 
raised a hand. “ What makes you think that the Bible 
is God’s word?” was his next question. No answer 
came back to that. After a moment’s waiting the 
visitor said, “‘ Now I want you to find out about that; 
I want you to look into the matter this week. Think 
it over. Ask your parents about it, if you please. 
Get at the truth in any way you can. Next Sabbath 
bring back the answer to your teachers.” Then, to 
the teachers he said, “Teachers, I wish you would be 
sure and have all your scholars tell you, next Sunday, 
their reason for supposing the Bible to be God’s word.” 
As a result of that question, Bible evidences were ex- 
amined in more homes of that community in the fol- 
lowing week than ever before. Teachers and parents, 
as well as scholars, looked into the matter, and to this 
day some of them can state in a well considered sen- 
tence their reasons for counting the Bible as God’s 
word, because of the study to which they were called 
by that pointed and explicit question. 

Fifty years ago, in the Sunday-school of Christ 
Church, in New York City, the superintendent, then 
a man of advanced years, asked that all the teach- 
ers and scholars present who were ready to promise 
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never to leave the Sunday-school, God willing, while 
they lived, should rise and so declare themselves. 
Among others who stood up at that time was one lad 
who has never forgotten the impressions and the 
promise of that hour. He is still in the Sunday- 
school, although for at least a quarter of a century 
his home has been on the Pacific coast. In all the 
years meanwhile he has never voluntarily absented 
himself from the Sunday-school, nor ever been late 
in attendance, Possibly a similar story of perseve- 
rance in well doing might be told of other members 
of that Sunday-school in consequence of the pointed 
appeal and question of that superintendent. 

It is not enough to talk to scholars about the most 
important subject of thought. They ought to have a 
part in studying it, and in finding for themselves its 
basis and its value. It is not enough to tell them 
what is duty. They should be urged to do it. A 
question will often set scholars at work where no 
address would move them. A direct call for a pledge 
of service will many times bring them to promise 
and to perform aright, when a statement as to the 
better course for them would be forgotten se soon as 
heard. 


THE BEST REVIVAL WORK. 


T has been said, as if in disparagement of Mr. 

Moody’s work in Great Britain, that the great 
mass of those influenced by his preaching were al- 
ready church members, or in habits of church at- 
tendance. It is claimed, on the contrary, by those 
who have sources of accurate information, that mul- 
titudes hitherto unreached were there brought to 
hear and heed the gospel message at the lips of Mr. 
Moody. But, even if the statement so many times 
repeated by those who question the practical value of 
this revival work is entirely correct, does the claimed 
fact show that the service rendered by this preacher 
was comparatively of little value? Is it a small 
matter to reach and arouse, and be the means of 
bringing into fresh life and new activity those who 
are professed disciples of Christ but who never do 
anything in his service? 

The greatest lack in the church to-day is not of 
members but of workers. As it has been said, that 
“the world needs not more men but more man,” so it 
may be said, that the church needs not more servants 
but more service. It is a rare church fold where one 
in ten of the entire membership is active in the 
work of the church. If one member more in every 
ten could be brought into activity the whole world 
would feel the influence and respond to the labors of 
the new Christian workers. A number of city cler- 
gymen were in conference, some time ago, as to the 
desirableness of evangelistic work in their common 
field. The proposition was made to invite a well- 
known evangelist to labor’in their churches for a 
few weeks. “I think we had better have him with 
us,” said one, “he may be the means of adding 
something to our membership.” “Oh!” interposed 
another, who had a church of five hundred sluggish 
and cold-hearted members, “I don’t want any more 
members. I'd refuse an offer to-day of two hundred 
more such as I now have a supply of. I don’t want 
any more; but if any evangelist can arouse one in a 
hundred of those I have on hand, I’ll hold up both 
hands for his coming, and sit up nights with him.” 
This was, of course, an extravagant statement; but 
there was an important truth involved in it. The 
mere addition of numbers to a church is not the 
greatest gain that may come toit. The reviving of 
those already in the church may be the richest of 
blessings. 

Even if the ultimate increase of numbers in the 
church is looked to as the chief good—both to the 
church and to the ingathered—more may be done to 
this end by an evangelist who arouses ten disciples to 
work, than by one who directs his unaided efforts to 
the winning of those now outside. No stronger testi- 
mony to the practical worth of Mr. Moody’s labors 
has been borne than that given by Dr. Stuart Robin- 
son, in the declaration that the whole evangelical pul- 
pit of England seems aroused to new earnestness, new 
spirituality, and new power, as a result of Mr. Moody’s 
preaching and labors. Similar testimony to the in- 
crease of work and power in the lay membership of 
the English churches goes to prove that, even if no 
large additions had been made to the numbers in 
those churches, there was great gain to the churches, 
and greater hope for the evangelized about them, 
through the revival movement in which Mr. M oody 
figured so conspicuously. 
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When our Saviour speaks of himself as the True 
Vine and of his disciples as the branches, he does not 
say that his Father is glorified by the mere multipli- 
cation of branches ; but his words are, “ Herein is my 
Father glorified, that ye bear mueh fruit; so shall ye 
be my disciples.” If indeed Mr. Moody has been the 
means of such attention to a few branches of the True 
Vine that they bear more fruit than hitherto, has he 
not surely done more for the glory of God, than if he 
had added five times as many fruitless branches to 
that Vine? “ It is not membership in the church, but 
fruitfulness in the church which honors and glorifies 
God. Ifthe labors of any evangelist tend to that re- 
sult, there is cause for rejoicing in the revival which 
his agency promotes. 











——_»——— 
—Teachers have a duty to one another. 
this in mind? 
—It does seem strange that a Sunday-school which is 


in session, at the best, only an hour and a half a week, 
ever feels the need of a vacation. 


—“ Who should be in the Sunday-school?” was a 
question for discussion at a recent convention. That is 
quickly answered—AlIl who are familiar with the Bible, 
and all who are not. 





Do they bear 


—This suggestion is made by a worker, to those who 
would raise the standard of Sunday-school teaching by 
local institutes and normal-classes, “We must go to the 
country schools if they will not come to us.” 


—A scholar once in a Sunday-school should never be 
lost sight of. If he strays off, he should be followed up 
and brought back. If he moves away, a hold on him 
should be maintained by correspondence. 


—From the Oxford University Press has just been is- 
sued the smallest edition of the Bible ever printed. Its 
size is 4} inches long, by 2} wide, and 4 inch thick. Its 
weight, bound in limp morocco, is less than three and a 
half ounces. 


—A Philadelphia daily paper. in announcing Mr. 
Moody’s decision to begin work in Brooklyn, added the 
significant comment: “ This action postpones the revival 
in this city one month.” If Mr. Moody is the chief 
reliance of God’s people, that is the way to put it. 

—This is a good illustration of the attempt to tell a 
personal story under the impersonal guise of an editor. 
It actually appears in a recent religious weekly: “We 
preached twice in Oysterville on last Sabbath week. The 


congregations were good, and the attention to the Word 
most excellent.” 


—aA little boy in a mission-school expressing his en- 
joyment of the special services of a Sunday-school con- 
cert said as he came out of the room, “I tell you I liked 
that. It made me feel all over like a meeting-house.” A 
good many hearers are satisfied if they feel good when 
they come away from church—and there the matter 
ends. 


—In St. Petersburg a society has been formed of ladies 
who renounce “ the use of silk dresses, and every other 
kind of expensive attire, in order to employ the money 
so saved in the education of orphans.” In this country 
a large number of professed Christians have renounced 
all giving to religious charities so as to use their money 
for silk dresses and other expensive attire. 


WAYS OF WORKING. 


—< 


F a teacher does not improve all the time of a 
Sunday-school session, it is the superintendent’s 
duty, in the opinion of a correspondent, to go to the list- 
less one and, in prayerful earnestness, strive to impress 
him with the importance, responsibilities, and possi- 
bilities of his work, so that the difficulty soon will be 
that he has not half time for the work he wants to do 
with his class. 


The custom prevailing in certain localities of gov- 
erning the Sunday-school by a committee, or a board 
of trustees, is reprehended by a correspondent, who is 
“ not one of the committee” in the school from which 
comes the complaint. Upon the last Sabbath of each 
year two or three members of the committee in this 
school go around to the classes and ascertain who the 
scholars desire as teachers for the coming year. In 
case of disagreement in any class the committee enter 
the lists in favor of certain candidates, and seek to 
secure a majority vote forthem. In other ways mem- 
bers of this committee assume‘to do the work of di- 
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recting the affairs of the school, which should either 
be done by the church, or by the superintendent as 
representing the church or the teachers of the school. 





In some Sunday-schools the hymns announced for 
singing are read by the school, verse by verse, in al- 
ternation with the superintendent. This calls the at- 
tention of teachers and scholars to the words of each 
hymn, and it gives to them an added share in the 
services. Even if this method is not always adhered 
to, it may be well to try it occasionally, There 
is an advantage in such plans as give to all a part in 
every exercise. 


Good is doubtless done in adult classes where the 
leader simply lectures. The scholars gain through 
the general influence of the occasion, and possibly 
some of them learn something from what they hear. 
But the value of this method with a class is not to be 
compared with that which brings teachers and scho- 
lars into mutual study and conversation. One hour 
in a class where the leader questions familiarly, and 
the scholars answer freely, is worth more than a 
month of passive hearing under the most eloquent of 
lecturers. 


An intelligent correspondent questions the pro- 
priety of taking time for calling the roll of teachers 
at an ordinary Sunday-school session, “ when every 
moment is golden to the teachers.” In his opinion, 
the better way is for the assistant superintendent or 
secretary to note and record the absences of teachers 
without interrupting the school. As to the order of 
exercises in a Sunday-school, it can hardly be said 
that any one way is to be always, or never, approved. 
That which works well in one case is perhaps illy 
suited for general adoption. It would rarely be well 
to give the whole time of a session to class teaching. 
The golden minutes oceupied in devotional exercises 
are by no means wasted. Time ought to be found 
and used in every school for whatever seems likely, 
all things considered, to promote the best interests of 
that school. In a well conducted church-school in 
St. Louis the roll of officers and teachers is always 
called at the opening of the session. The pastor's 
name stands first on that roll, and it almost invariably 
brings the response, “ Present.” The roll-call is one 
of the effective agencies of that school; and the 
teachers are not stinted in their class-hour in conse- 
quence of it. Yet there are many schools where a 
roll-call is undesirable, and to secure it would, in 
some instances, waste golden minutes. It is neither 
to be always advised nor always condemned. 





On the winter vacation question, the Rev. R. 
Crittenden, of Bellefonte, Penn., suggests, that 
where country Sunday-schools are unwilling to con- 
tinue the ordinary sessions of the school through 
cold weather, they can at all events have profitable 
general exercises of Bible study and teaching. He 
says: “ Meetings for these purposes, social or pub- 
lic, should be regularly held in every neighborhood 
however remote or sparsely settled. This can be 
done with interest and very great profit, wherever 
there is one person for leader who can read and pray 
and give out a hymn. It has been done. Last win- 
ter, in central Pennsylvania, there were enlisted in- 
dividuals who did it successfully in some of the most 
destitute communities, where no other religious meet- 
ings seemed to be possible during the short days and 
long evenings of the inclement winter months. 
These meetings, held sometimes in private houses, 
sometimes in churches, are often called Bible-read- 
ings, or where there are persons present to make re- 
marks, Bible-readings and Conference meetings. 
We have, neatly priuted, ready for use at these ga- 
therings, copies for leaders and duplicate slips for 
distribution on a variety of Scripture topics, such as 
‘The conditions of accepted prayer,’ ‘The King’s 
supper,’ ‘ The Christian’s warfare and victories,’ ‘Sow 
ing and reaping,’ and ‘ Bible words about temper- 
ance.’ Ten cents will furnish enough of these outlines 
and slips for a single meeting. Each reading is so 
arranged that from fifteen to thirty persons can easily 
take part, to the edification of the rest. Without a 
single word of man’s wisdom spoken, most valuable 
instruction may be imparted and a lasting good im- 
pression made by simply reading the Scripture 
verses answering the questions in order, interspersed 
with prayer and appropriate praise.” 

Mr. Crittenden will be glad to communicate further 
with any one desirous of securing such helps te win- 
ter Bible services, 
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WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


{Information for this department—including early reports of Con- 
ventions, Institutes, Normal-classes, and Teachers’ Associations—will 
be thankfully received.) 

—_—__—<»——— 


CONVENTION CALENDAR. 


Kansas, State, at Fort Scott Oct, 26-28, 1875. 
Third National, of Evangelical Lutheran Church 








at Wooster, Ohio Oct. 26-29, 1875. 
Tilinois, Fifth District, at Carm1............0:.ssssereeers Oct. 27, 28, 1875. 
Maryland, District, at Keedysville...........sssseses eee Oct. 29-31, 1875. 


Biennial First-Day School Conference of Friends in 























America, at Philadelphia Nov. 6, 1875. 
Connecticut, District, at Walingford -Nov. 9, 1875. 
New Jersey, State, at Somerville Nov. 911, 1875. 
Connecticut, District, at Birmingh Nov. 11, 1875. 
Illinois, Sixth District, at Carbondale Nov. 23, 24, 1875. 
New Hampshire, State, at Dover. Dec. 6-8, 1875. 





NORMAL-CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 


New York, Superintendents’ Meeting (Union), at the Fulton Street 
Prayer-meeting room, every Tuesday, at 4 P. M., led during Oc- 
tober by Edward Eggleston, D.D. 


New York, Primary Normal-class (Union), at 304 Fourth Avenue, 
every Saturday, taught by Mrs. 8. W. Clark. 


New York, Normal-class (Prot. Epis.), at Calvary Church Sun- 
day-school room, corner of Twenty-first Street and Fourth 
Avenue, every Saturday, at 8 p.m., led by the Rev. R. Heber 
Newton. q 


New York, Sunday-school Teachers’ Association (Union), at 
Fourth Avenue Presbyterian Church, on the third Monday 
evening of each month. 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Normal-class (Union), at the Hanson Place 
Methodist Episcopal Church, every Thursday evening, led by 
J. H, Vineent, D.D. 


VIRGINIA SUNDAY-SCHOOL CON.- 
VENTION. 


T the morning session of the second day of the 
convention at Richmond—Thursday, October 7 
—after devotional exercises and several items of 
business, the Rev. J. A. Huston, a missionary of t he 
American Sunday-school Union, gave an address in 
description of his labors, organizing Sunday-schools 
in needy portions of the state. Prior to his work in 
Virginia he had labored in Georgia. There he had 
found an entire county without a Sunday-school, 
many schools poorly organized, and many closing in 
the winter. In Virginia great gain had been made 
of late. Sunday-school attendance had doubled in 
entire counties, In the Piedmont district he had, 
within the last few months, organized 108 new 
schools, about one-fourth of which number were 
colored. Most of these schools were in feeble 
churches; the others were union schools in destitute 
neighborhoods, He had encountered opposition in 
his work, at some points; but more of apathy. In 
his opinion the state convention should secure a 
Sunday-school in every neighborhood where none 
now exists, and to this end county organizations 
should be promoted. 

The question, “ What is the best mode of keeping 
the Sunday school in active operation, in the country 
in winter, and in the city in summer ?” was discussed 
in ten-minute addresses, Mr. B. T. Hancock, of 
Chesterfield, was sure that those who intermitted the 
schools in winter were not lacking in zeal. The first 
cause was habit; the second was short days; the 
third was cold church buildings. The habit should 
be broken up. The preaching hours should be ar- 
ranged to suit, The warming of the churches in 
season to make them comfortable for an early school 
was more of a difficulty ; but determination would 
overcome all obstacles. ‘‘ Where there’s a will, there’s 
away.” Mr. John B, Turpin, of Halifax, felt that 
unintermitted life and labor were essential to success 
in the Sunday-school. A school is weaker all the 
year through from having a vacation. In his parish 
he had urged a trial of a winter school. They did 
try, and success was theirs the second year although 
not the first. The Rev. C. R. Ross, of Albemarle, 
believed that the way to keep up schools in the 
winter was to keep them up. Habit more than any- 
thing else led to vacations in his region. With the 
uniform lesson a smaller number of teachers would 
answer for a school in an emergency, If necessary, 
country churches must be warmed the night before, 
as are city churches. Enthusiasm would meet all 
wants in the case. The Rev. John E, Edwards, D.D,, 
of Richmond, did not think city schools in Virginia 
have summer vacations. They have adiminished at- 
tendance but do not suspend. The Rev. J. T. White- 
ley, of Windsor, could name a superintendent pre- 
sent at this convention who keeps up his school 
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through the winter by harnessing his teams in time 
of snow, breaking down the drifts on the road, and 
carrying to the school all who have no conveyance. 
The superintendent thus named—H. T. West, of 
Spring Hill—was asked to stand up and show him- 
self to the convention, and he responded to the call. 
Major Stiles, of Richmond, thought that a superin- 
tendent ought, when elected, to be pledged to con- 
tinue his school through the year. If only one class 
and a single teacher remained, the school should be 
kept up. The Rev. W. G. Lumpkin, of Petersburg, 
was confident that if all the church members were in 
the Sunday-school, as they should be, there would be 
no closing the schools from lack of scholars. Dr. J. 
E. Chancellor, of Charlottesville, would have it un- 
derstood that the Sunday-school once organized was 
to be as permanent as the church itself. Nothing 
should cause the intermission of one, that would not 
justify the suspension of the other. 

The question, “ How can the Scriptures be best 
taught in the Sunday-school?” was opened by the 
Rev. A. W. Weddell, of Richmond, in an extempo- 
raneous address. He supposed the one-lesson plan 
was conceded to be the best. In his opinion, there 
was no time to waste on the geography, history, and 
chronology of the Bible. Time was wasted in show- 
ing the age of the patriarehs, and the distance of one 
land from another. Fundamental doctrines and 
duties were sufficient for Sunday-school teaching. 
He would have the pastor lecture on the lesson on 
Wednesday night; and on Friday night, question the 
teachers as to their preparation in it. A general dis- 
cussion on this theme followed Mr. Weddell’s address, 
Mr. James L. Williams, of Richmond, would have 
the teaching of Scripture confined to Scripture— 
Scripture illustrating and enforcing Scripture. The 
Rev. Dr. Hatcher, of Richmond, could not see how 
the Scripture could be taught without using the his- 
tory of the lessons. The Bible contains no formu- 
lated creeds, to be taught to the exclusion of every- 
thing else. Geography, history, chronology, should 
be so used in Bible teaching as to show the Scriptures 
as they are. The scholar should be so started in the 
work of Bible study, in the Sunday-school, as to 
continue such study through life. The Rev. J. B. 
Jeter, D.D., of Richmond, wanted teachers to teach 
the lesson, including all that is in it. If geography 
is there let it be shown. Maps often give a clearer 
conception of Bible truth. Some lessons cannot be 
understood without the study of maps, and acquain- 
tance with history. Other speakers expressed them- 
selves on the same question. 

In the afternoon, the Rev. W. E. Baker, of Staun- 
ton, illustrated his use of the blackboard in Scripture 
teaching. He took one after another of the Inter- 
national lessons to show how the blackboard could 
make their truths impressive, while the eyes of the 
scholars were kept at the direction of the teacher. 
When a certain lesson was named as one where the 
blackboard would be useless, he quickly showed the 
contrary by a blackboard illustration of that lesson. 
His success at the board was very marked; and his 
answers to the many questions propounded were 
satisfactory and convincing. 

At the evening session, the Rev. John E. Edwards, 
D.D., opened the theme, “The relation of the pastor 
to the Sunday-school.” For himself he, as a pastor, 
was the head of the school, superintendent of the 
superintendent, and teacher of the teachers. If any 
superintendent or teacher did not like that he must 
take it as best he could. The idea had too commonly 
prevailed that somehow the Sunday-school was sepa- 
rate from the church. He counted it the pastor’s 
duty to see the school well officered and well con- 
ducted. The pastor should recognize this responsi - 
bility, and meet it. The Rey. Vernon |’ Anson, of 
Sussex, said that city pastors had no idea of the difii- 
culties surrounding this question in country parishes. 
He wanted some experienced country pastor to tell 
him just what he should do for his Sunday-school. 
The Rev. J.T. Whitely, of Windsor, was not con- 
tent to miss a single session of his Sunday-school. 
He wanted to lead all its services. Major Stiles, of 
Richmond, looked upon his Sunday-school as a por- 
tion of the church field, at the head of which stood 
the pastor and the church session. 

The Rev. T. 8. Dunnaway, of Fredericksburg, gave 
an address on 

“THE RELATION WHICH THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
SHOULD SUSTAIN TO THE FAMILY.” 

Mr, Dunnaway would have it understood at the 

start, that the Sunday-school does have a relation to 
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every family in the community. Gustave Flourens, 
the communist leader, said, “Our enemy is God, If 
mankind would make any progress it must be on the 
basis of atheism. Every trace of religion must be 
banished from the education of our children.” The 
blasphemer knew the effect of training the young re- 
ligiously. Every citizen should realize and value 
aright the religious training which the Christian 
family and the Sunday-school secure to the young. 
The proper relation of these two agencies is one of 
mutual help and dependence. It cannot be one of 
conflict or antagonism. The Sunday-school draws 
upon the family for its material, and returns that 
material to the family improved in all ways—as 
better husbands and wives, better parents and chil- 
dren, better masters and servants, to bless and make 
happy the household. 

How can the family help the Sunday-school? 1, By 
securing the personal attendance at the school of 
adults as well as children. This would correct the 
too general notion among children that the Sunday- 
school is for them and the preaching for the grown 
people. It would, moreover, furnish the school with 
better teachers and improved teaching. Too many 
of the most intelligent and competent church mem- 
bers have no part in the Sunday-school. Many who 
are best prepared to teach leave the school just when 
they are most needed in it. The Sunday-school 
should have no curriculum to be completed in a given 
time, and no period for graduation. 2. By studying 
the Sunday-school lesson in the family, and as a 
family. Children need to be shown what to study 
and how to study. If they are helped at home, they 
can go to the school prepared, and they will prepare 
for school with pleasure. 3. By a home government 
exercised with reference to the school interests. The 
hours for rising and breakfast on the Lord’s day 
should be fixed to accommodate Sunday-school hours. 
Food and clothing should be so attended to on 
Saturday that all of the family can, so far as possible, 
be in place at school when the superintendent taps 
his opening bell. It is a bad habit in many fami- 
lies to lie in bed Sunday morning later than on any 
other day of the week. Dr. Tyng tells in his remi- 
niscences of knowing little ones at the morning 
Sunday-school without their breakfast, because they 
belonged to self-indulgent and badly regulated fami- 
lies. Shame on the household where parents will 
not have breakfast in season to admit of the mem- 
bers of the family being present in Sunday-school at 
its opening! 

What can the Sunday-school do to help the family? 1, 
It can send into it weekly a religious literature, of books 
and papers. A large and carefully selected library 
for general circulation should be in every school. 
Many families have few books from any other source. 
Children who can get books elsewhere may get those 
which are injurious. 2. It can become acquainted 
with it in all its interests and relations. Officers and 
teachers of the Sunday-school should visit the schol- 
ars’ homes, learn and share their joys and sorrows, 
give such relief as may be needed, and win back any 
wandering ones, 3. It can train its members in the 
great principles of Christianity and so bring them to 
be more affectionate and more virtuous members of 
the household. That is the happiest family where 
the husband loves his wife as Christ loves his church, 
where the wife reverences the husband, where the 
father provokes not his children to wrath, where the 
children obey their parents in the Lord, where the 
servants are obedient, and the masters are just and 
forbearing, where all have been taught God’s com- 
mands and perform them. Thrice blessed is the 
nation composed of such families; for virtue and 
order must prevail in a state composed of Christian 
households. 

A table of Sunday-school statistics of the state, so 
far as collected, was presented by the Rev. J. T. 
Whiteley, of Windsor. This included 1,877 schools, 
21,441 teachers, and 121,920 scholars; 2,650 conver- 
sions are reported for the year from these schools. 
One county union, nine city unions, and ten district 
organizations are reported. The colored schools, of 
which a large number exist in the state, are not in- 
cluded in the figures of this report. The opening of 
the question box by Dr. Hatcher was the closing ex- 
ercise of the evening. 

At the opening session of Friday it was decided to 
publish in full the proceedings and addresses of the 
convention for general distribution. An observance 


of the days of general prayer for Sunday-schools was 
recommended to the schools of the commonwealth. 
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Dr. J. E. Chancellor, of Charlottesville, gave an ad- 
dress on . 

“THE FXPEDIENCY AND MANAGEMENT OF SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL LIBRARIES.” 

Dr. Chancellor said it was well to inquire what had 
called forth the great expenditure of mind and money, 
in the preparation and publication of from eight to 
ten millions of volumes, now offered to teachers and 
scholars in the Sunday-school, by the forty to fifty 
religious publishing houses and societies, with their 
aggregate capital of $50,000,000, and their employ- 
ment of the first talent of the nation? There were 
veterans within his hearing who could recall the time 
when a complete collection of the books available for 
Sunday-schools could be carried in a lady’s work- 


‘basket. To-day the literature of the Sunday-school 


forms no inconsiderable part of the religious and gen- 
eral reading of the entire country. It is safe to say 
that at least two-thirds of the 5,700,000 Sunday-school 
scholars in the United Siates take home and read a 
library book each Sunday, and that these books are 
read in the aggregate by at least 2,000,000 more per- 
sons in the families to which they are carried. It 
may, therefore, be said, that all this supply is to meet 
a great demand for wholesome intellectual food in 
the households of our land. 

A great outcry has been made as to the worthless- 
ness of Sunday-school books—an outcry which puts 
writers, publishers, and library committees on their 
guard. Some of the objections taken and criticisms 
made are well founded, yet the speaker agreed with 
Dr. John Hall that the worst of the objectionable 
literature prepared for Sunday-schools ‘‘is better than 
a great deal of the printed matter that passes un- 
challenged through general society, and feeds the 
average youth outside the Sunday-school.” Dr. 
Charles 8. Robinson gave this intelligent estimate of 
the average Sunday-school literature: ‘‘ It happened 
some years ago that I roomed for a few months where 
on the shelves along the walls there was kept a large 
collection of Sunday-school volumes. I was tired 
with heavy study during the week; and on Sabbath 
afternoon after sermons I read for my usual relaxa- 
tion these unpretending little books. Some of them 
were better than others, as a matter of course; but 
my candid assertion is, that most of them were pass- 
able, and many of them beyond reproach. I think they 
were more valuable altogether for spiritual good than 
any other six hundred volumes I ever met with in 
one lot. They were freer from bitterness, dullness, 
stupidity, ignorance, mysticism, cant, and violence, 
than any six hundred volumes you can find in my 
library beside me here in the study as [ sit writing. 
I assert against all controversy that the children have 
a better time than we grown up people do with our 
reading.” It is not assuming too much to say, that 
the combined influence exerted by all the public 
libraries of the large cities on the morals and destinies 
of the country is not greater than that exerted by the 
unpretentious volumes of our Sunday-school libraries 
paying their weekly visits to a million households, 
followed by the prayers of faithful, pious teachers. 
In the range of practical Sunday-school undertakings 
there is no more delicate and difficult work than that 
of selecting fitting books for the library; none upon 
which the adaptation and success of the school more 
clearly depends. 

As a whole no literature is more thoroughly ex- 
amined than are the books put before our children in 
the Sunday-school. The publishers exercise care on 
this point; so do church and school committees. There 
is room for improvement in both responsible spheres ; 
and every Christian parent should feel an interest in 
having the work of examination done well and thor- 
oughly. 

As to the management of the library, much de- 
pends on the character and numbers of the school. 
What is feasible and necessary in a large city school 
would be out of place in a small school in the coun- 
try. Dr. Chancellor knew a superintendent who rode 
ten miles every Sunday morning, opened his school at 
9 o’clock, was never late, filled all the offices, and 
sometimes taught a class. His methods with the li- 
brary would naturally be different from those adopted 
in a large and well systematized school in the city. 
Various approved methods of arranging and distri- 
buting the books were considered one by one by Dr. 
Chancellor, and their advantages for certain classes 
of schools pointed out. He closed his address by em- 
phasizing the importance of so using the library that 
the teachers should not be interrupted in their class 
work by the gathering or distributing of the books. 
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The Rev. T. T. Eaton, of Petersburg, spoke on the 
question, “Should not the church bear all the ex- 
penses of the Sunday-school, and allow the Sunday- 
school to aid missions and other religious enter- 
prises?” In his opinion the answer to this question 
was involved in a statement of the relation of the 
Sunday-school to the church. The Sunday-school is 
properly a church-school—a place where everybody 
may come, and under the direction of the church 
learn the truth as the truth is in Jesus. Each church 
should have its Sunday-school, and support it. The 
church members will prize the school the more if they 
share in providing for it, Moreover, the scholars 
ought to be free to have a part in giving to aid 
church benevolent enterprises, and so be in training 
for the systematic support of the various missionary 
operations in which the church is interested. The 
Sunday-school is too important to be left unprovided 
for. On every ground the church should give what- 
ever is necessary for its support. 

Resolutions were passed, thanking the executive 
committee for doing so much to make this convention 
a success, and expressing the hope that other similar 
meetings would be held in the future; also naming 
the members of a committee to arrange for future 
conventions, and to do what seems best for the fur- 
therance of the Sunday-school cause in Virginia. The 
proposition to organize a permanent state association 
by a formal constitution called forth much discussion. 
All seemed desirous of such action as would promote 
the common Sunday-school interests, the only differ- 
ence of opinion being as to the best measures to that 
end. Resolutions providing for the continuance of 
the convention work were finally adopted. 

In the evening the Rev. L. A. Cutler, of Louisa, 
read an address on “ The legitimate results of Sun- 
day-school teaching”’—which is given in full on an- 
other page. The questions were again answered by Dr. 
Hatcher. Warm closing words were spoken by Rev. 
Drs. Read and Hatcher, Rev. Messrs. Christian and 
Bledsoe, and Messrs. Dunlop and Taylor. The con- 
vention closed, on Friday evening, with the singing 
of “Shall we gather at the river?” and the benedic- 
tion by the Rev. Dr. Reid. 


THE BROOKLYN NORMAL-CLASS. 
SECOND MEETING. 


d igpes attendance at the second meeting of Dr. Vin- 
cent’s Normal-class, Thursday evening, October 
7, was even larger than on the first evening. The 
subject considered was “ The ecclesiastical element in 
the Sunday-school ; or, the church and the Sunday- 
school.” Passages of Scripture appropriate to the 
subject were read, after which Dr. Vincent took up 
his line of discourse. 

From the families of the earth, he said, God calls 
individuals to become his children, members of the 
heavenly family, the whole family in heaven and 
earth. “Church” is from the Greek word Ekkiesia, 
meaning a congregation or assembly. The church is 
organized with reference to its work in the world. It 
is a society, a league, a union, a brotherhood. “The 
body of Christ,” “the flock of God,” “God’s build- 
ing,” “a vineyard,” “a spiritual house,” “ the house- 
hold of God,” “the city of the living God,” “the 
habitation of God,” “the temple of the living God,” 
“the pillar and ground of the truth.” 

The one work of the church is to glorify God in the 
complete salvation of immortal souls, by revealing to 
the universe the power, grace, long suffering, holi- 
ness, boundless resources, and matchless glory of the 
triune God. The agency through which this work is 
carried out, is the Holy Ghost; and the instrumen- 
tality is the truth communicated by the Word of God. 
The holy apostles worked through the Word of God, 
and in everything we are reminded that we have need 
of the Word. As a pillar set up on the highway to 
indicate a path, so it proclaims the good news of sal- 
vation ; as the lighthouse guides the mariner, so is it 
a lamp to our way; as the telegraph pole holds up 
the wire to keep it insulated from the distracting cur- 
rents of the earth, so the church by the Word lifts up 
the aspiration of its members. People cannot be the 
right sort of Sunday-school workers unless they un- 
derstand the relation of the Sunday-school to the 
church ; and Sunday-school people err a little in not 
considering the church in its relation to work in the 
Sunday-school. It is the work of the Sunday-school 
to call sinners to Christ, and to develop Christian 
character by the study of the Word of God. 

Dr. Vincent then proceeded to present ten state- 
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ments of the relation, or connection, between what 


seemed to be two institutions. 

1. The Sunday-school performs the work of the 
church, 

2. The Sunday-school is a product of the church, 
It is a product of the truth, aim, life, and methods of 
the church. , 

3. The Sanday-school is a part of the church. It 
is not a separate building, but a transept of the 
church of Christ, It is the right arm of the church, 
a nursery of young trees. 

4, It is a primitive method of the church, and as 
old fashioned as the gospel itself. The method of 
Jesus Christ is a part of the modern method, for he 
was more frequently spoken of as the great teacher 
than as the great preacher; and he taught by ques- 
tioning. The synagogue was an assembly where pub- 
lic men and young men met and discussed important 
questions. 

5. The Sunday-school should be under the control 
of the church. It should be a department, not a dis- 
tinct society. The superintendent should not be able 
to say, “ Here, pastor, you look after the church ; 
I'll run this machine myself.” Dr. Vincent knew of 
one denomination in which the superintendent was 
not a superintendent until he had been approved by 
the church. It seemed in advance of the times, but 
he believed the time was coming when Sunday-school 
teachers would be looked upon as public teachers, 
and the pillars of the church of Christ. 

6. The school should be sustained by the church. 
A good place to meet in should be furnished; the 
seating accommodations should be ample, and every 
class should be able to have a separate room to which 
it could retire, which should become a little home for 
the class. The time for holding the school in New 
England, between the morning and afternoon ser- 
vices—the children coming fresh from home or from 
the church—he thought a good one. The money to 
sustain the Sunday-school should not be raised by 
sending little children around to ask it from their 
friends. It should be appropriated by the church. 
And the school should always be announced from the 
pulpit, and remembered as well in the prayers of the 
pastor, 

7. It should be responsible to the church and make 
its proper report. He did not know any better report 
it could make than to send in its regular body of 
candidates for church membership. 

8. The school should contribute to the power of 
the church and be an example of loyalty to the de- 
nomination, and loyalty to the church of Christ. He 
believed in denominational differences. So long as a 
man believes in the discipline or doctrine of the 
Presbyterian or Baptist church, let his Sunday-school 
teach that discipline and doctrine, and let the church 
be responsible for that doctrine. Make the school, 
therefore, orthodox, and teach “the form of sound 
words.” Do not crowd out general exercises, but re- 
tain the catechism, and by and by the importance of 
that course will be seen, when the little people grow 
up. The Sunday-school should be expected to con- 
tribute its share in sustaining ail the benevolent 
enterprises of the church. The members should 
know why they are supported, and eventually there 
would be no more “ benevolent crises.” When chil- 
dren attend Sunday-school they do not get all the 
church they need. The superintendent should an- 
nounce the church services in his school, and home 
should say, firmly, but gently, “ Thou shalt.” Every 
child should attend as soon as he is old enough. In 
the school they learn reverence for the Word, rever- 
ence for the house of God and for the minister. It 
is said they do not understand. But the children 
understand a great deal more than people give them 
credit for. It is also said that they do not take much 
to church services, and that they go to sleep. What 
if they do? Grown people sometimes go to sleep in 
church. If there is no room for them in our churches 
let us see what church architecture can do to “ suffer 
little children to come.” Tear down the churches 
and build them larger, so that whole families can 
come. A plain sermon, well adapted to the under- 
standing of adults, will be grasped through its illus- 
trations by most children. A friend who had to 
preach a children’s sermon, made his sermon so at- 
tractive that his congregation told him to go on and 
preach nothing but children’s sermons. 

9. The-Sunday-school should co-operate with all 
the other departments of the church. It should co- 
operate in the prayer-meetings, and all the general 
work, Dr. Vincent thought he had learned more in 
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the last de santa, | as 0 6 pupetionndent, of the ca- 
pacity of the Bunday- school for such co-operation, 
than he had ever known about the Sunday-school 
before. 

10, The school should promote the true unity of 
the church. When members do not agree, let them 
bring out their points of difference, for they want to 
be strong in unity in spite of differences. The unions 
are bringing denominations closer together, because 
they know each others strength on their points of 
difference. Prejudicial remarks about other Sunday- 
schools are not made any more; there is a larger ca- 
tholicity abroad, and we shake hands with all who 
love the Lord Jesus Christ, 

At the close of this address, Dr. Vincent taught the 
lesson, “ Washing the disciples’ feet,” and Mr. Beard 
followed with blackboard ilnsteations,. 

PHILADELPHIA SUNDAY. SCHOOL 

CONVOCATION. 


IXTY-NINE of the eighty-one Protestant Epis- 

copal Sunday-schools of Philadelphia were rep- 
resented by 648 delegates at the Sunday-school con- 
vocation held in the Church of the Epiphany, Tues- 
day, Thursday, and Friday evenings, October 12, 14, 
and 15, under the auspices of the Sunday-school 
Association of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
Philadelphia. Bishop Stevens, the president of the 
association, presided at the meetings, and made the 
opening address on Tuesday evening. The subject 
discussed on the first evening was “The training of 
teachers.” Papers were read by the Rev. D. Otis 
Kellogg, D.D., and George C. Thomas, and addresses 
were made by the Rev. Richard Newton, D.D., the 
Rev. C. G. Currie, the Rev. William Newton, D.D., 
and Francis Wells. ‘‘ The subject matter of instruc- 
tion in the Sunday-school” was the topic considered 
Thursday evening, when papers were read by the 
Rey. T. 8. Rumney, D.D., and John R. Whitney, 
and an address was made by the Rev. J. De W. Perry. 
On the last evening of the convocation the Rev. W. 
H. Graff and John Marston, Jr., read papers upon 
“ Devotional services in the Sunday-school.” 

In connection with these meetings, and as a part 
of the exercises of the convocation, there was a largely 
attended children’s meeting held on Wednesday after- 
noon in the Academy of Music. At this meeting ad- 
dresses were made by Bishop Stevens, the Rev. W. 
N. McVicker, and the Rev. Dr. Newton, and a very 
interesting feature of the gathering was the singing, 
which was done by a choir of Sunday-school children, 
led by C. H. Roberts and assisted at the organ by 
George C. Thomas. 

This was the first convocation ever held by the 
Philadelphia association, and its success and interest 
were so marked and gratifying that the desire has 
#lready been expressed for its speedy repetition. 





THE BROOKLYN SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
UNION. 


HE annual meeting of the Brooklyn Sunday- 
echool Union, in the Hanson Place Methodist 
Episcopal Church, on Monday evening, October 11, 
was largely attended by representatives of the churches 
and Sabbath-schools included in the union. In the 
absence of Gen. Stewart L. Woodford and Gen. 
Ciinton B. Fiske, from whom addresses had been ex- 
pected, Rev. R. W. Davis, pastor of the Simpson 
Methodist Church, made an impromptu address. 

He spoke of the likeness borne in Christian ethics 
to the physical idea of the conservation and correla- 
tion of forces. Just as a blow once struck is said to 
develop a power which is never lost, so the beauty of 
the parable is never lost to the spiritual world. The 
verities of God in the Bible are ordained to a sphere 
of might that shall never end, The truth spoken by 
Christ was conserved by the Almighty himself. The 
teacher should know something of this truth that he 
is to conserve by planting in the child as a seed. 
The seed of the truth implanted in the life is con- 
served, and after awhile there will be the flash of the 
golden harvest in the life, The seed is the type of 
the possible, and the possible may be made the actual 
by feeding the child with the truth of God’s Word, so 
that it shall take hold of the child’s character. The 
work you have to do is sure of its outcome in triumph 
and of its eventuation in success, God has put in the 
pebble, power; in the jewel, power and beauty ; in the 
flower, power and beauty and beneficence; in the 
mite on the flower power and beauty and beneficence 
and mind; in me, himself—the possibility to be like 
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him, the fibre that will put on his image ; and he oy 
put all that in the child. To the teacher he would 
say, “All hail! but thou art in compact of power 
with Christ! 

He regarded simplicity as the first point to be 
aimed at in Sunday-school instruction, and in this 
connection made the suggestion that some of the 
lesson plans would be improved by increased sim- 
plicity of arrangement. We want to get at the 
truth, and therefore let us have directness and seize 
the truth at once. This simplicity and directness 
must be accompanied with thoroughness in the meth- 
ods of presentation. The child must begin right. 
A cold critic says of Balaklava that the famous 
charge of the six hundred was the wildest and most 
cruel slaughter ever made. Why? He puts the 
fault in the schools at Harrow and Eton and West- 
minster, and says that if the preparation had been 
right there, the tattered and bloody event would not 
have been so fruitless. 

Rey. Mr. Reed, the pastor of the Hanson Place 
Church, spoke of the practical value of biblical 
teaching, and of the need of trained men who shall 
always be ready to oppose the powers that are in 
battle array against the church of Christ by giving.a 
reason for the faith which is in them. The demand 
of the times is not so much for a religion of sentiment 
as for a religion of action. 

The general meeting was followed by the election 
of trustees for the coming year. 


DUTCHESS COUNTY CON VEN TION, 


HE semi-annual Sunday-school convention of 
Dutchess County, held October 13, at Pleasant 
Plains, N. Y., brought together a large number of the 
principal workers in the county. J. H. Mathews, 
of Poughkeepsie, was president of the meeting, and J. 
B. Jones secretary. Devotional exercises and sing- 
ing occupied a conspicuous part in the convention. 
The chief subjects for discussion were, “ The teacher's 
Bible and how he should use it ;” “The teacher's 
needs and the teacher’s aids,” and “ How may the 
spirit of liberality be most thoroughly developed in 
our youth ?” 

An effective and telling address was given by Mr. 
Jacob Jewett on the subject first named. After re- 
commending the kind of Bible a teacher should use, 
namely, a reference Bible, he showed its superiority 
to all other books, and pointed out the way the Bible 
could be used in the hour of temptation to resist the 
power of Satan, and in the time of trouble, with its 
gracious promises, adapted to every time of need. 
Mr. W. Smith, of Poughkeepsie, spoke on the same 
subject, showing his familiarity with the Bible. 
Mr, Sherigan made an address on the theme, 
“ Does not lack of Bible knowledge in adults hinder 
the progress of Sunday-school instruction?” Doctor 
Webbe, of Poughkeepsie, spoke on “The need of 
spirituality in the teacher.” More love, more tender- 
ness, more faith and prayer are our wants. 

One of the most earnest addresses of the occasion 
was made by a Hicksite Friend who, although a 
large farmer with no little business on his hands, 
manages to superintend one of the large:t, most or- 
derly, and most methodical Sabbath-schools in the 
county. 

The Rev. 8. N. Hutchinson, in whose church this 
meeting was held, exerted himself in providing for 
the comfort of visitors, sending conveyances a dis- 
tance of some five miles to meet the various delegates. 
His address and prayers, at the opening, likewise put 
all hearts in tune for the services of the convention. 


CAPE MAY COUNTY. INSTITUTE. 


LARGELY attended county Sunday-school in- 

stitute was held in the Methodist Episcopal 
church at Cape May City, N. J., on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, October 11, 12. ‘‘ How shall we in- 
crease the life and efficiency of our Sunday-schools?” 
was the topic for discussion Tuesday afternoon, and 
in the evening addresses were made upon different 
phases of “The teacher’s work,” including its re- 
sponsibility, its preparation, its trials, and its re- 
wards, 

Wednesday forenoon was devoted to practical il- 
lustrations of Sunday-school methods, including a 
forty-minute exercise upon “The matter of teach- 
ing,” and in the afternoon addresses were made 
upon “ Primary-class work” and ‘“ Adult-class 
work,” the latter including an hour's instruction 
upon the International lesson for October 17. At 
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the dedes session, Wotecsier evening, addresses 
were made outlining the influences of the home, the 
street, and society upon Sunday-schools, and point- 
ing out the —- aims of the teacher’s work. 


BOOKS. ‘AND WRITERS. 


—— ee 


Our Wasted Resources: The Missing Link in the 
Temperance Reform. By William Hargreaves, M.D. 
New York: The National Temperance Society and 
Publication House.—The aim of this work is to show 
the relation of the use and traffic in strong drink to 
the business, labor, and the general prosperity of the 
country; and to this end a large mass of statistics is 
presented, compiled chiefly from official sources, 
showing our agricultural, manufacturing, and com- 
mercial resources; and giving by way of contrast 
facts and figures concerning the quantity and cost of 
intoxicating drinks, and the number of persons em- 
ployed in their manufacture and sale; together with 
the expenditures for crime and pauperism caused by 
the liquor traffic. Such compilations and exhibits 
fill an important place in temperance literature. This 
book, like the Scotch Prize Essay on the Temper- 
ance Reformation and the Christian Church will 
prove of service in giving point to many an argu- 
ment and appeal in behalf of total abstinence. (For 
sale by Garrigues Brothers, Philadelphia). 


Personal Recollections of Lamb, Hazlitt, and others, 
Edited by R. H. Stoddard. New York: Scribner, 
Armstrong & Co.—For the ninth volume of the Bric- 
a-Brac series the editor gives an entertaining glimpse 
of Lamb at home, abroad, and among his books. 
Hazlitt, however, occupies the larger share of this 
volume, and for the sketch of him, as for that of 
Lamb, Mr. Stoddard is indebted to reminiscences by 
P. G. Patmore, published in London twenty years 
ago. Besides something of the table-talk of Hazlitt, 
such an analysis of his character is made as indicates 
the sources of his power in his sound sense, clear 
thought, and vivid imagination. His shy, sensitive 
nature is disclosed in the pictures given of his do- 
mestic life. Campbell, the Countess of Blessington, 
and the literary visitors at Gore House, are also chatted 
about pleasantly in this volume, which is sure of a 
welcome from lovers of gossip in literature. (For 
sale by J. B. ase ls & Co. al 


The Mallory Giris. i Clara F, Guernsey. Phila- 
delphia: American Sunday-school Union.—The wri- 
ter of The Silver Cup, The Leighton Children, and 
Scrub Hollow is not likely—with the prevailing 
taste—to lack readers among the lovers of entertain- 
ing and highly wrought books of fiction in the Sun- 
day-school library. The spirit and purpose of her 
stories are always commendable, and they are rarely 
wanting in exciting and startling incidents. If any 
young girl who reads this book has been tempted to 
think her own comfortable Christian home is not so 
pleasant a place for her as the more lax and showy 
home of a fashion-loving worldling would prove, the 
picture here presented of such a choice and its conse- 
quent miseries will possibly do its part in restraining 
her from the path of waywardness. It would be well 
indeed if all who read the book were impressed thereby 
with the truth it emphasizes, “that the only safeguard 
against love of the world is the love of the Father.” 


The Life of Christopher Columbus. By John 8. C. 
Abbott. (Illustrated.) New York: Dodd & Mead.— 
This is the fifth volume of Early American Pioneers 
and Patriots. The series is intended to illustrate the 
early history and settlement of America. Each 
volume is complete in itself, 12mo in size, fully illus- 
trated, and bound neatly and tastefully in black and 
gold. Mr. Abbott has written entertainingly, as he 
generally does whatever may be the subject in hand. 
Young readers especially will derive no small pleas- 
ure from the story of Columbus as here told. The 
style is simple, the arrangement concise, and there is 
not a dull page in the book. (For sale by J. B. Lip- 
pincott & Co.) 


Daily Thoughts. By the Rev. T. DeWitt Talmage. 


Edited by the Rev. J. V. D. Shurts. New York: 
Dodd & Mead.—If any persons are yet curious to 
learn how Mr. Talmage has achieved his great suc- 
cess as a preacher, let them turn to this carefully 
compiled volume and examine its well filled pages, 
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It consists of selections from the writings of Mr. 
Talmage, which are arranged, with his approval, for 
daily reading throughout the year. As would be 
expected, they are fall of bright thoughts, expressed 
in strong Saxon, and abound in forcible illustrations. 
Each reading has for its theme some truth, or prin- 
ciple, or experience, which is worthy of an everyday 
thought. 


From Jest to Earnest. By the Rev. E. P. Roe. New 
York: Dodd & Mead.—In his preface, Mr, Roe takes 
occasion to reply to some criticisms on his work as a 
novel writer. He believes that a sermon can be pre- 
sented in the guise of a novel quite as effectively as if 
preached from the pulpit. To this style of preaching 
he sets himself, and as his last book before this sold 
to the number of 12,000-copies inside of the first three 
months after its appearance, he naturally concludes 
that he is sure of a large audience for his preaching. 
He is certainly one of the most popular of this class 
of preachers, and his latest story is likely to prove as 
entertaining to the general reader as any book he has 
written. (For sale by J. B. Lippincott & Co.) 


All for Money. By Mary Dwinell Chellis. New 
York: National Temperance Society and Publica- 
tion House.—This is the latest of the excellent ju- 
venile publications issued by the National Temper- 
ance Society. Like all of Miss Chellis’s little books 
it is written in a simple but interesting style, and is 
an earnest appeal against the continuance of the li- 
quor traffic. The incidents are effectively and gra- 
phically told, and cannot be read without impressing 
favorably the reader, young or old. The book ought 
to be welcomed in the Sabbath-school library, as 
well as in the family. (For sale by Garrigues Bro- 
thers, Philadelphia). 

Mind and Words of Jesus. By J. R. Macduff, D.D. 
New York: Robert Carter & Brothers.—Scarcely 
any devotional writer of this generation has been 
more valued by Christian readers generally than Dr. 
Macduff. His Words of Jesus, Mind of Jesus, and 
Faithful Promiser have had an extensive circulation 
in separate form. They are now given together in 
an attractive volume with good paper, clear type, and 
a red line margin. It is a good sign that such a 
book finds continued favor. (For sale by the Pres- 
byterian Board of Publication, Philadelphia.) 


Piigrim Melodies. By J. E. Sweetser. New York: 
A. 8, Barnes & Co.—These melodies, of which there 
are forty-eight, were originally composed for the choir 
of the Church of the Pilgrims, Brooklyn, N., Y., 
where Mr. Sweetser was the organist for several years, 
They form a rare collection for the breadth of the tunes 
and their fitness to the hymns to which they are set. 
Choir leaders will undoubtedly find them of value. 


Clarke’s Improved School for the Parlor Organ. By 
Hugh A. Clarke. Philadelphia: Lee & Walker.— 
The author handles his subject with skill and clear- 
ness of statement, and shows himself to be a good in- 
structor. The stops with their different combinations 
are explained, and the fingering and scales are made 
very simple for beginners. A progressive series of 
organ voluntaries are also given. 


Father bring home your money to-night. Temperance 
song and chorus. Words by Mrs. M. A. Kidder. 
Music by W. F. Sherwin. New York: Horace Wa- 
ters & Sons.—A pretty song set to a pretty tune, and 
for the purpose of its composition will be popular. 
The title suggests the whole story. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


[All books received will be promptly noticed under this head. The 
interests of our readers will guide us in making further notice. } 


Popery Exposed. An exposition of popery asitis. With a his- 
tory of the men, manners, and temporal government of Rome 
in the nineteenth ceniury, as administered by the priests, in- 
cluding the life of Gian-Maria Mastai, now Pope Pius LX. 
By K. Fetruccelli De La Gattina. Translated from the French 
ym par E. Peterson, M.D. Philadelphia: T, B. Peterson 
ec ros. . 


History of the Reformation in Europe in the time of Calvin. By 
J.H. Merle D’Aubigne, D.D. Transiated by W. L. B. Cates. 
Vol. Vi.—Scotiand, Switzerland,Geneva. New York: Robert 
Carter & Bros, For sale by the Presbyterian Board of Publi- 
cation, Philadelphia. 


The Testimony of the Rocks; or, geclegy in its bearingson the 
two theologies, natural and revealed. By Hugh Miller. 
Thirty-second thousand. New York: Robert Carter & Bros. 
~ — by the Presbyterian Board of Publication, Phila- 
Geipnia, 





Illustrated Cincinnati. A pictorial hand-book of the queen city, 
com prising its architecture, manu , trade, ete., together 
with an account of the most attractive suburbs. By D. J. 
Kenny. Cincinnati: Robert Clarke & Co. 


The Mind and Words of Jesus; faithful promiser; and morning 


and night watches. By the Rev.J. R. Macduff, DD. New 


York: bert Carter & Bros. For sale by the Presbyterian 
Board of Publication, Philadelphia. 


St. Nicholas: Scribner's illustrated magazine for girls and boys. 
Conducted by Mary Mapes Podge. Vol. II. Noy. '74 to Nov. 
75. New York: Scribner & Co. For sale by Claxton, Rem- 
sen & Haffelfinger, Philadelphia. 


Book of Praise for the Sunday-school. With hymns and tunes 
approoriate for the = tng and the home circle, 
Edited by George A. and Hubert P. Main. New York 
and Chicago: Biglow & Main. 


How to Teach the Little Folks. I. Primary department; II. 
Methods in the class; ITI. How to teach an infant class; IV. 
Methods in mission schools. Philadelphia: Presbyterian 
Board of Publication. 


The Story of the Hymns; or, hymns that havea history. An 
account of the origin of hymns of personal religious expe- 
rience. By Hezekiah Butterworth. New York: American 
Tract Society. 


Sevenoaks. A story of to-day. By J. G. Holland. Ilustrated 
by Sol. Eytinge. New York: Scribner, Armstrong & Co. 
For sale by Claxton, Remsen & Haffelfinger. Philadeipnia. 


The Miracles of Jesus and their Moral Lesson, IDlustrated. By 
Rey. A. A. Willits, D.D Imperial octavo; pp.528 Sold only 
by subscription. Philadelphia; Cowperthwait & Co. 


Brentford Parsonage. By the author of the “Win and Wear 
Series.” New York: Robert Carter and Brothers. For sale by 
the Presbyterian Board of Publication, Philadelphia, 


Royal Songs: for Sunday-schools and families. By J. W. Suf- 
fern and W. W. Bentley, assisted by 8. J. Vail and D. 8. 
Wyrmmer. New York: American Tract Society, 


Father Bring Home Your +o ee Temperance son 
and chorus. Words by Mrs. M. A. Kidder, Music by W. F. 
Sherwin. New York: Horace Waters & Sons. 


The Odd One. By A. M. Mitchell Payne. New York: Robert 
Carter & Bros. For sale by the Presbyterian Board of Pubii- 
cation, Philadelphia. 


United States Postal Guide. Revised and published quarterly. 
By authority of the Post-office Department. New York: Hurd 
& Houghton. 

An [lustrated Manual! for the use of the Terrestial and Celestial 
Globes. By Jos. Schedler. New York: E. Steiger. 

Frazier’s Pocket Guide to Philadelphia, and traveler's time- 
table. Philadelphia: 33 South Third Street. 

Kindergarten Toys and How to use Them. By Heinrich Hoff- 
mann. New York: E. Steiger. 


Pilgrim Melodies. By J. E. Sweetser. New York: A. S. Barnes 
& Co. 


WORTH REPEATING. 


Qe 


THE PREMATURE DEATH OF 
GOOD MEN. 

(Prof. Austin Phelps. D.D., in The Congregationalist.} 
A® every man’s life is a plan of God, so every man 

is an instrument of God. His moral uses are 
chiefly beyond this world. The place for which God 
created a good man may be in readiness for him. The 
door which opens upon it may be ajar, already “on 
golden hinges turning.” Bells “beyond the stars 
heard” may be calling him. Combinations of in- 
strumental forces in the great system of co-working 
with God may be summoning him with a concentra- 
tion of converging, yet hidden, reasons, of which we 
can only say that they are the mind of God. Their 
utterance through the fiat of death is the voice of 

God wants this man just there, just now. No 

other man can be his substitute. Eternal purposes 
have fashioned the man for the place, and the place 
for the man, with eternal patience; and have marked 
on the dial which is never set back the hour and the 
minute at which the interests of the universe and 
God’s own strategy require that the two should come 
together. 

An expert mechanician constructs a certain axle, 
tempered and burnished, to fit the hub of a certain 
wheel, which again he fashions as elaborately to fit 
the axle, so that a microscope detects no flaw; and 
now nothing can take the place of either but itself; 
and each is labor lost without the other. True, they 
are only an axle and a wheel, each a single one, a 
minute one, a fragile one; not costly in material, nor 
remarkable in structure ; but in the absence of either, 
the chronometer which should decide the arrival of 
England’s fleet at Trafalgar must hang motionless. 

Every good man is such a fragmentary and related 
instrument in the hands of God. He is never for an 
hour an isolated thing. He belongs to a system of 
things in which everything is dovetailed to another 
thing. Yet no two are duplicates. Nothing can 
ever be spared from it. The system has no holidays. 





Through man’s most dreamless slumbers it moves on, > 


without waiting for delinquents. When and how 
and where his shadowy life here shall yield him up to 
the eternal service, may be a circumstance in the in- 
finite convolutions whieh it will not do to postpone 
or to antedate by a hair’s breadth of time. 

A good man may go from earth to heaven, to take 
a place which archangels cannot fill, simply because 
angelic mind has not been created, nor instructed, 
nor disciplined for that place; and the place has not 
grown out of the contingencies of angelic service. 
Angels may “lean upon their harps” in waiting for 
the coming man. 


A REVIVAL PREACHER OF THE RHINE. 
[The late N. 8. Dodge, in Watchman and Reftector.| 

F these great revivals in the Bavarian Roman 

Catholic church, between 1800 and 1820, this is 

not the place to speak fully. Of their importance 

and extent some opinion may be formed from the 





fact that the persecutions directed against them, in- 


augurated by a minister of state, involved at one 
time no less than forty-nine priests. The awakening 
presented features of striking resemblance, even in 
remarkable psychological facts, to revivals in New 
England ten years later. Their influence, though 
not visibly permanent, was for a time strong, per- 
sonal love for the Saviour, binding brethren more 
closely together. 

a the revival preachers of those days was a 

oung priest, whose name afterwards became famous 
in the Protestant church of Prussia, John Evange- 
list Gossner. He, of all the others, left the Romish 
communion, and, as the biographer of Martin Boos, 
brings the links of lives into our own generation. 

In the year 1855, my morning walks in Berlin were 
along Potsdam Street, and out through the Potsdam 
gate. I was frequently — by a tall old gentle- 
man, seated erect and firm ona chestnut thorough- 
bred, who, when he reached the open country, would 
give his steed the rein, and, with white hair flying, 
flash through the arch of the canal and be almost 
instantly out of sight. Though in Scotch phrase, 
his “een were like a gled’s,” yet he seemed too old 
to be riding at such a pace, until you saw by his seat 
that he was in command. There were on his face 
deep-scored lines of kindness, mixed with resolute 
will. Children doffed their hats to him, but there 
was nothing more to betray that the fine, old 
horseman was of note. But when he died, a few 
years afterwards, sorrow penetrated the ‘palace, and 
statesmen and nobles wept at histomb, It was John 
Evangelist Gossner, the head of the great missionary 
work of Germany, of whom it was said, “ Wherever a 
people is living without God, there Gossner is waiting 
to step in.” He had lived through the great religious 
crises of modern times,—through illuminism, ration- 
alism, ecclesiasticalism,—and each had touched, but 
had not turned him. He was a rock around which 
the waves dash and pass away. His life was single, 
going out from its own centre. He sustained the bur- 
den of twenty missionary stations, and the hearts of a 
hundred missionaries, and his name was spoken lov- 
ingly on every continent. He was one of the well- 
ripened fruits which came from the prayerful plant- 
ing of God’s seed in Bavaria. The Bethlehem church 
in Berlin ; the great hospitals and asylums in Prus- 
sia; the ev lical missions in Egypt, and Syria, 
and the Cape of Good Hope, and Brazil, and Peru, 
and New Zealand, and the islands of the Pacific, are. 
monuments to his faith in Christ. When he died, in 
1860, and was borne to his burial by those whom his 
earnest prayers had won from the world, princes and 
statesmen met at his grave, and more than a thousand 
children, covering his coffin with flowers, sang the old 
German songs. 





WHAT IS THE BIBLE? 


[Brownlow North at the Perth Conference. Reported in Times 
af Blessing. | 


HAT is the Bible? It is the word of God—the 
only word of God ; truth—the only truth to be 
depended upon for spiritual guidance. There was a 
Bible in paradise. “Of every tree of the garden,” 
said God, “thou mayest freely eat; but of the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of 
it; for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt 
surely die.” 
his was God’s word to Adam. Adam was to be- 
lieve it, and act accordingly. But there arose a lying, 
contradicting spirit, who said, “ Ye shall not surely 
die.” Thenceforth two spirits have been the only and 
sole teachers of men. Every man thenceforth has 
been under the teaching of God, or the teaching of 
the devil—the lying spirit, the liar and murderer, the 
murderer of souls, murdering by his falsehood all that 
is spiritually good in them. Man from the first be- 
lieved the lying spirit; and all holiness and happi- 
ness perished within him. We are told that we may 
attain to good by consulting our own natural wisdom 
and feelings. But it is impossible for man to under- 
stand the things of God unless God teach him: 
“ What man knoweth the things of a man, save the 
spirit of man which is in him? Even so, the things of 
God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.” You 
do not know what I am going further to say to 
you. Ionly knowit. How can you know what God 
should or will say, until he himself speak ? You can’t 
believe what teaches, and at the same time be- 
lieve your own wisdom and senses. Thus it was that 
Eve fell—* When she saw that the tree was good for 
food.” She was not at the moment thinking of either 
God or the devil, but simply following the direction 
of her own senses; and in the moment in which she 
and Adam judged by their own feelings, they lost 
the Bible whi God had given them. There was 
nothing, then, before them but a certain fearful look- 
ing-for of judgment. Now angels had no hope of 
them, and devils had no fear of them. God had said, 
“In the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely 
die ;” and how could man live and God be just? 
But, God’s wisdom and love interposed. He did not 
leave man without a Bible. The voice of the Lord 
God was heard in the garden in the cool of the day. 
He came back to seek and save. His promise that 
the seed of the woman should bruise the serpent’s 
head, opened a door of hope. Now we have the clear- 
est revelation of what man must do in order to be 
saved—" He that believeth hath everlasting life.” 
Does any spirit contradict this in your heart? It is 
the same spirit that contradicted in paradise. Judge 
not this saying of God by your own feelings, else you 
perish for ever. 
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How should we use the Bible, which 
God has in wisdom and love presented 
tous? “Without faith it is impossible 
to please God. He that cometh to Ged 
must believe that he is”—many don’t be- 
lieve that he is/ When you prayed just 
now, were you persuaded that God was 

resent? When you pray, you are to 

lieve that God listens; and when you 
read, you are to believe that God speaks. 
The first thing you are to do in using the 
Bible is to lay hold of this. God has 
promised to teach you, if you will hear 
him. Then you must also speak to 
him. You cannot of yourselves attain 
to life. You are insufficient, But Paul 
said, “I can do all things through 
Christ,” and so may you. God says, 
“T will be inquired of;” I will give, but 
I must be asked. Before we read, let us 
go to him, let us tell him of our sin and 
our helplessness, Don’t be afraid to tell 
God the truth about yourselves. He 


knows it already. “If we confess our| E 


sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from afl un- 
righteousness,” 
aving prayed, don’t begin to ask 
some difficult questions—Are there many 
to be saved? am I among the elect? You 
have no business with anything till you 
begin with Jesus Christ. “ He that be- 
lieveth on him is not condemned; but hb 
that believeth not is condemned already, 
because he hath not believed in the 
name of the only-begotten Son of God.” 
He is the beginning, the first, the alpha, 
the only foundation. “Other foundation 
can no man lay than that is laid, which 
is Jesus Christ.” We cannot by search- 
ing find out God, It is a lie of the devil 
that we can. Jesus is the word of God. 
The Bible is as much Jesus Christ as my 
letter is me. God could do man no 
ge favor than to speak to him thus 
y his own Son; and man’s first duty 
and privilege and safety is to hear him. 
“My word,” says he, “is true and faith- 
ful.” Jesus is a yore Heis! Tfwe 
believe him, our conduct will prove it. 
Peter did not believe him when he was 
told by him that that night he would 
deny him thrice. He believed his own 
heart rather. He went out with him 
boldly and bravely; but he denied him, 
and he paid the penalty of his disbelief 
of his warning in bitter tears. We are 
to believe as a little child—‘ Except ye 
receive the kingdom of God as a fitdle 
child, ye shall in no case enter therein.” 
We must read as a little child; we must 
read as he learns the alphabet ; he looks 
to the letter and listens to the name, and 
takes it just as his teacher tells him. You 
must not make religion half your own 
and half God’s; ayy must stand or fall 
by your own wholly, or by God’s wholly. 
Then, when you profess to believe the 
doctrines, you must do the command- 
ments. You must believe that it is right 
and good to do as Jesus says, and do it. 
You first question should ever be, What 
does he teach me to believe? and your 
next, What does he teach me to do?! 
Does your natural wisdom, your sense, 
recommend a certain act? Say, Show 
me that in the Bible, and I will do it. 
We must not only learn, but must also 
practise like little children. We must 
do simply what Jesus bids, and because 
he bids us. : 


REQUIREMENTS OF THE 
REVIVAL MOVEMENT. 


[The Rev. W. T. Rosevear, in The Christian World, 
London, } 


REGARD it as the most favorable 
sign of the times, that here and there 
through the kingdom, large numbers of 
men are turning from the philosopher 
and the priest to the evangelist. But it 
will be a fatal mistake if our young min- 
isters conclude that because the spirit of 
hearing is abroad, because people are 
crowding to hear what they call the 
simple gospel, therefore less preparatory 
study is required for the work of preach- 
ing. They should rather conclude that 
more than ordinary study is required now 
because if the demands of the revival 
movement are met by the clear exposi- 
tion of the gospel in its entire breadth, 
embracing in its varied branches the 
divine morality in common life which 
springs from faith in the supernatural 
character and work of Christ, it will go 
a long way toward building up a solid 
breakwater against the rising flood of 
superstition and atheism outside the 
revival movement, The truths respect- 
ing Christ by which you supply a great 
heart-want, and produce a noble morality 
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in one part of the community, are the 
very truths which, becoming incarnate 
in the land, will rise with greatest power 
and sovereignty against the atheism 
of the intellect in another part of the 
community. The truths best adapted to 
the wants of the awakened sinner, and 
most effectual in carrying forward the 
work of conversion, are also the very 
truths which, if comprehensively set 
forth, furnish the best possible answer, 
even on philosophic grounds, to the vari- 
ous forms of unbelief in the new schools 
of philosophy. Now, if ever, there is a 
golden opportunity for the true evan- 
gelist, Only let bis teaching be thorough 
and comprehensive, and it will not only 
satisfy the needs of the penitent, but it 
will go beyond those needs, indirectly 
clearing away the doubts of the doubter 
and refuting the arguments'of the atheist. 
Is not this “the set time” for putting the 
gospel fairly and fully before the whole 
nglish nation? Now, if ever, is the 
time for thoroughly-prepared sermons-— 
sermons which, alive through every syl- 
lable with the power of evangelical truth 
in its greatest breadth, shall be ——— y 
shorn of the vulgar weakness of evan- 
gelical sensationalism, and the mechani- 
cal, parrot-like repetitions of evangelical 
platitude. Power, brethren, power; the 
call to us all in these days is for living, 
broad, evangelical power! On this point 
let me add one sentence suggested by the 
analogy of history. Just as the powerful 
evangelical preaching at the close of last 
century, through the divine and moral 
life which it originated in the multitudes 
who flocked to bear it from the lips of 
Whitefield and Wesley, created in the 
nation a warm atmosphere of thought 
and feeling, which contributed as much 
indirectly as the philosophical argument 
of Butler’s “Analogy” contributed di- 
rectly to the melting away of the icy 
deism which had sera frozen up 
the very heart of England; so now the 
comprehensive evangelical preaching, 
which is burning with love to God and 
love to man, and adapted to the time, 
will do more than the ablest philosophi- 
cal writings in defence of Christianity to 
create a new atmosphere of thought and 
feeling in the land, and so cause that re- 
fined and icy atheism, the most terrible 
form of unbelief the world has ever seen, 
which is now in the ascendant, gradually 
to melt away. 





THE PASSION PLAY AT OBER- 
AMMERGAU. 
[From Dr. Field's Letters, in The Evangelist.] 


AS a ae of acting it was eT | 
wonderful. The parts were filled 
admirably. The characters were per- 
fectly kept. Even the costumes were as 
faithfully reproduced as in any of those 
eis hang which oe now and 
then put upon the stage, such as trage- 
dies funded on events in ancient Greek 
or Roman history, where the greatest 
pains is taken to render every detail with 
scrupulous fidelity. This is very extra- 
ordinary, especially when it is considered 
that this is all done by a company of Ba- 
varian peasants, such as might be found 
in any Alpine v@lage. The explanation 
is that this representation is the great 
work of their lives. They have their 
trades, like other poor people, and work 
hard for a living. But their great inter- 
est, that which gives a touch of poetry to 
their humble existence, and raises them 
above the level of other peasants, is the 
representation of this Passion Play. This 
has come down to them from their fath- 
ers. It has been acted among them for 
two hundred years. There are traditions 
handed down from one generation to an- 
other of the way in which this or that part 
should be performed. In the long inter- 
vals of ten years between one represen- 
tation and another, mer practise con- 
stantly upon their several parts, so that 
at the last they attain a wonderful de- 
gree of perfection. 

As to the propriety of the thing: To 
our cold Protestant ideas it seems simply 
monstrous, a horrid travesty of the most 
sacred scenes in the Word of God. So I 
confess it would appear to me if done by 
others. Anywhere else what I have wit- 
nessed would appear to me almost blas- 
phemy; it would be merely acting, and 
that of the worst kind, in which men as- 
sume the most characters, even 
that of our blessed Lord himself. 

But this impression is very much 
changed when we consider that here all 
this is done in a spirit of devotion. These 
Bavarian peasants are a very religious 


people (some would prefer to call it su- 
perstition), but whatever it be it is uni- 
versal. Pictures of saints and angels, or 
of Christ and the Virgin Mary, are seen 
in every house ; crosses and images and 
shrines are all along the roads. Call it 
superstition if you will, but at least the 
feeling of religion, the feeling of Divine 
Power, is present in every heart; they 
refer everything to supernatural agen- 
cies; they hear the voice of God in the 
thunder that smites the crest of the hills, 
or the storm that sweeps throvgh their 
valleys. 

And so when they come to the per- 
formance of this Passion Play, it is not as 
unbelievers, whose offering would be an 
offence, “not being mixed with faith 
in them that did it.” They believe, and 
therefore they speak, and therefore they 
act. And so they go through their parts 
in the most devout spirit. Whenever the 
Passion Play is to be performed, all who 
are to take part in it first go to the com- 
munion; and thus with hearts penitent 
and subdued, they come to assume these 
sacred characters, and speak these holy 
words. 

And so, while the attempt to transport 
the Passion Play anywhere else would 
be very worthy it may be left where it 
is, in this lonely valley of the Bavarian 
mountains, an unique and extraordi- 
nary relic of the religious customs of the 
Middle Ages. ; 


MEMORIZING SCRIPTURE. 
(From The Standard. 


T would seem that little can be accom- 

plished by learning only one verse at 

a time, only one verse on a Sabbath, but 
it is not so. 

There was a class containing about 
thirty regular scholars, whose ages ranged 
from four to ten years, who in two years 
by learning one verse on each Sabbath, 
could recite well the 23d, 24th, 95th, 
100th, 121st, 122d, 123d, 124th, 125th, 
and 126th Psalms, and loved to recite 
them too. The method of instruction 
was something like this: 

Teacher —Every scholar who wishes to 
begin to learn a new Psalm may rise. 

lass generally all rise. 

Teacher—Here is one I love dearly. 
It isthe 23d Psalm. What Psalm is it? 

Class—23d. 

Teacher —I will repeat the first verse 
twice, and when I have done any one 
who can repeat it may do so. “The 
Lord is,” ete. 

If the verse is long, only one or two 
will be able to repeat it ; if short nearly 
the whole class can do so, 

7T.—That is well done. Now, we will 
recite it all together; again, again. The 
scholars on this seat may recite it. Now 
these; now these; now all together. 
What is the Lord called here? 

C.—A shepherd. 

T.—What is a shepherd? 

C—One who takes care of sheep. 

The teacher then tells what is most 
interesting about a shepherd. 

Now, what is the first verse of the 23d 
Psalm. 

Then will come the hea chorus, 
“The Lord is my shepherd. I shall not 
want.” 

7.—Wasn’t that a good verse? 

You may imagine what the answer 
will be. That verse is learned, and the 
class have enjoyed orning it, and if not 
too young, will be glad to learn another. 

Next Sabbath.— 7.— What Psalm have 
you commenced learning? 

C.—The 23d. 

T.—What verse? 

C.—The first. 

T.—What is it? 

C.—“ The Lord,” ete. 

7.—The second verse is, ‘‘ He maketh 
me to lie down in green pastures,” etc. 
The sheep have eaten ali the grass in 
the old pasture, and the shepherd leads 
them to afresh green pasture where they 
can have enough to eat and lie down 
when weary, and find cool, clear water 
when thirsty. Isn’t that a sweet verse? 
Now, I will repeat it softly three times, 
when I will see who can repeat it. 

+ The second verse, though longer, will 
be more easily learned than the first. 
When it is learned, repeat both verses 
until the class can speak each word in 
concert, repeating the number of the 
Psalm each time. In six Sabbaths the 
23d Psalm will be learned so thoroughly 
that it can hardly be forgotten. One 
Psalm or chapter well learned and un- 
derstood is worth many chapters gone 
over in a careless manner. 
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BUSIN ESS DEPARTMENT. 


HE BOOK FOR THE PEOPLE,” 

evidently Clarke’s New Method for 
the Piano Forte, by Hucn_ A, CLARKE, 
Professor of Music in the University of 
Pennsylvania, is the work destined to be in 
the hands of every teacher and student of 
music. Book and Music Dealers supply it 
for $3.75. 








COMFORTABLE residence, in cold 

weather, is a great promoter of health 
and peace, as well as rest. A most impor- 
tant requisite to this is a safe, convenient, 
cleanly, economical heating apparatus, 
There are thousands of attempts made 
which contribute rather to ill health and 
discomfort. 

Among the firms of responsibility, whose 
endorsement is a guarantee of success, that 
of CRANE, BreEp & Co., of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, is sufficient to give confidence that a 
dwelling attempted to be heated by them 
will by no means } prove a failure. 





EDUCATIONA L. 


APLEWooD INSTITUTE, FOR BOTH 

sexes, 21 miles west of Boh eniown ow My earnest 
teachers, able lecturers, Den A ted, trustees 
“Friends.” JOS. SHORTLIDGK, A. M., Concord- 
ville, Pa. 
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Treatment of Stammering and all other Defects 
of Speech at 


1224 Chestnut St. by M. F. EATON, 


Professor in National School of Elocution and 
a 1418 Chestnut _ Phila. 


> 
WM. FEWSM ITH S 
sSsScHook:L. 
Rooms Central and Commodious. 
Instruction Thorough and Systematic. 
Pupils fitted for College or for Business. 
1008 Chestnut : Phila, 


CRITTENDEN’S ~ 
NEW BUSINESS COLLEGE, 


1324 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 
SAMW’L W. CRITTENDEN, Principal. 
Author of “Crittenden’s Treatise on Book- 
keeping.” No classes. Separate rooms for Ladies. 
Evening sessions, after ew lich. Send 
for circulars giving full particulars. 
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John Gibson—Plain, Decorative & Fresco Painting, 


J. & i. GIBSO Glass Stainers, Modern and 


y Antique Church Glass, &c. 
123 & 125 South Eleventh spaaoas Phila. 


ERT PATON & SON, 


UOT alld solo Pris 


Manufacturer of 


A Great 


Favorite. 
SETTEES, BLACK BOARDS, &c. 
No 26 Grove Street, New York. 


N. B.—Our Patent Reversible Settees are ac- 
nubisiodand favorites. Bleecker Street and 8th 
Avenue cars pass within one block of the door. 

a#@- Send stamp for Catalogue. 
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BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY 
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Superior Bells of Copper « and Tin 
mounted _ the best Rotary 








Tlustrated Catalogue sent Free. 
VANDUZEN & TIFT, 
102 and 104 East Second St.,Ciocannatt 


MENEELY & KIMBERLY, 


BELL FOUNDERS, 


Troy, New York, 
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT! 


A new book for —— . Singing Classes, 


“THE CHOICE. a 


BY JAS. McGRANAHAN & C. C. CASE. 
THE BEST AND ONLY 


The Teachers’ 
The Pupils 


Everybody” "|CHOICE! 


Contains 192 pages, embracing Entirely New 
Singing School Department ; Original arf Strik- 
ing Exercises and Examples ; Stirring Part- — 
and Choruses ; Beautiful Solos; Rous using Roun 
and Graceful Glees. 

EVERYTHING CHOICE, 


AN bey, | tol most oe the ee 

’ e “Choice” contains a large 

IMPORTANT collection of Standard Church 
FEATURE 


Tunes, for use of Choirs and 
Congregations, and 
SIXTY PAGES OF ANTHEMS. 
Price, 75 cents; $7.50 per dozen. Single Specimen 


Copies sent, post-paid, on receipt of retail price. 
PUBLISHED BY 


JOHN CHURCH & CO., 
CINCINNATI, ©. 


“ROYAL SONGS” 


Our New Book for Sabbath-Schools. 


“ROYAL SONGS” 


Sure to be a Favo 
SPECIMEN PAGES SENT FREE, 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, New York. 
Philadelphia : 1512 Chestnut Street, H. N.THISSELL. 


WIDE AWAKE 
PLEASURE BOOK! 


THE CHILDREN’S BOOK OF THE SEASON. 


Full of bright stories, sparkling sketches and 
beautiful poems by 








Mrs. m Seoetoss, Sophie my. 5 Ella Far- 


Stuart Phel . M. 
ne ek her, Geo. Mebemeid, 


Rossiter ps te 
and other famous writers. 


With N wanenene, 3 Sena iIllustra- 
on 


On the finest pe pause a little larger than the 
“ Chatterbox.” = elegantly printed at 
the University Press, k and gold back die. 
Chromo side. 


PRICE $1.50. 
Every one desiring the freshest and choicest 
Book for Young Peorle, will do well to ask their 
bookseller for if before the supply is exhausted. 


SOME OF 
D. LOTHROP & Co.’s 


AUtTUMmn Books 


SUST READY. 


BONNIE ERIF. the author of 
“ Evening Kest.” Large l6mo. Llustrated. $1.50 
It is admirable. It will encourage and 
a ministers, Sabbath-school teachers, 

all who are work in a hard field, 
and facing formidable obstacles —H. LIn- 
COLN, D.D. 
STILL HOUR; or, Communion with 
God. By Prof. AUSTIN PHELPs, D.D. New 
GT eR ahatiinsnecesasabinne sconabacrotnisnsndsiins 60 
Tinted paper, gilt-edged..................---.- 1.00 
More than 100,000 copies nave been sold 
and we know of no other work of the kind 
having so constant a sale, or receiving such 
high commendations. 

CUNNING Weak EEE. By Pansy. 
16mo. Ilustrated...... 1.25 
A story of rare scam and value to all 
those interested in Sunday-school work. 

CHARLEY LAUREL. By W. H. G. 
Kincston. Large 16mo. I[lustrated......... 1,25 
Au intensely interesting and graphic story 
of sea life. 

ne. DEANE’S WAY, and other stories. 

. FayYE HUNTINGTON and Pansy. lémo. 

liust 
The authors’ names are a eneetens guar- 
antee for its valine and inter 

MRS. DEANE’S WAY. a FAYE Hun- 
TINGTON. 16mo. Illustrated 
The value and happiness of trusting in God 
happily exemplified. 

THE TEMPERANCE REFORMATION, 
and its Claims upon the Christian Church, 

By Rev. JAMES SMITH, of Scotland. Octavo, 

403 PAGOS.......-0--eneeee 2.50 
The Prize Essay for which 250 guineas 
were paid. 

SUNSHINE FOR BABYLAND. En- 
tirely New and Original, 4to. On extra 
calendered paper. Over 100 full-page ilius- 
trations. Boards, with a beautiful picture 
Cia iiicenit kate tartan dapnissaccesinnergnartibnnnde 123 

In extra cloth binding..............-.:0:ssss00« 1.75 
The largest and best printed original vol- 
me of its kind ever issued at so lowa 
price. 


The above books are for sale at the Bookstores ; 
but when you do not find them, send to us, in- 
closing price, and we wiil send them post-paid. 
Please seud for our full Catalogue, 


D. LOTHROP & CO., 


PUBLISHERS, 
38 AND 40 b setrasnerconetin BOSTON. 


OOoKS quahenged: Furnish all new. Want 
old. Write. Name this paper. Book 
Exchange, New York. 




















“BRIGHTEST AND BEST” 


MAS ALREADY BEEN ADOPTED 
BY ABOUT 


2,000 SUNDAY-SCHOOLS! 
“BRIGHTEST AND BEST” 


Commends itself wherever used, and promises to 
n as great popularity as any of our previous 
publications. 


“BRIGHTEST AND BEST” 


sold by Booksellers all over the United States. 


160 PAGES ; PRICE $30 PER 100 COPIES. 





Examine “ BRIGHTEST AND BEst” before you buy 
a new song book for your Sunday-school. 


a@ Sent by mail, in paper cover,on receipt of 
twenty-five cents. Board covers 35 cents. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 
76 East Ninth St., New York. 
91 Washington St., Chicago. 


MUSIC BOOKS 


FOR THE AUTUMN. 


For Sabbath-schools, our beautiful 


SHINING RIVER. 
35 Cts. The newest, as it is one of the best of 
Sunday-school Song Books. 
For Singing Schools, the famous 
SONG MONARCH. 


75 Cts. Perfectly adapted to interest Singing 
Classes. 











For Devotional Meetings (just published), 


LIVING WATERS. 


30 et —— by D. F. Hopess ; a rich trea- 
f the sweetest hymns and tunes. 


For ‘Cheval Conventions, and Choirs 
THE LEADER. 
$1.38. Tunes, Anthems, Chants. 
CHORUS CHOIR. 
$2.00. Choruses and Anthems. 
PERKIN’S Anthem BOOK. 
$1.50. Easy Anthems. 


TRIAL BY JURY. 
$1.00. Just Published. A most mirth provok- 
ing Operetta, with fine Music. 
Sent, post-paid, for retail price. 
Liberal Discounts to Societies and Conventions 
OLIVER DITSON & C0., an. H. DITSON & C0., 
Boston. 711 Br’dway, 4. Y. 


READ EVERY WORD. 


NO CONTINUED or SENSATIONAL 
STORIES IN 


THE PEOPLE’S LEDGER. 


48 Columns of Choice Miscellane- 
ous Heading, Matte 


+ as NASBY ¢ OLIVER OPTIC. SYLVANUS COBB, 
ALCOTT, WILL CARLTON, 
a 2 TROWBRIDGE, MARK T TWAIN, and Mrs. 
MARY J. HOLMES. 
SPECIAL OFFER. 

We will send the “ PEOPLE’S LEDGER” to any 
address ee wate for be Spee months on trial on 
receipt of ee, 

The “ PEOP E’s LEDGER” 1 - an old established 
and reliable weekly newspa, 

We are confident that. — will take the 
LEDGER for a year if we can only induce you to 
give us atrial for three months. Address 

HENRY K. CURTISS, Publisher, 


12 School St., Boston, Mass. 














NEW BOOKS JUST PUBLISHED. 
By NELSON & PHILLIPS, 


No. 805 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 


“MARIAN’S MISSION.” 


BY EMMA LESLIE. 283 pp. 16 mo. Price $1.00 








This is a choice book for the Sunday-school, or 
family library. Written in the same beautiful, 


clear, and interesting style, which has made the 
author's other works so popular. 


SUNSHINE wane ! 


BY EMMA LESLIE. 239pp. 16mo. Price $1.00 


No person, either old or young, who reads this 
book carefully can fail of realizing much good 
by the study. 


John Winthrop and the Great Colony. 


BY CHAS. K. TRUE, D.D. 16mo. 207 pp. 2 illus- 
trations. Price $1.00. 


Either, or all of the above, sent free by mail on 
receipt of price. 














JUST ISSUED 


BY THE 


Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
1334 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADA. 


THE REVISED EDITION 


OF THE 


history of the Presbyterian 


CHURCH 
IN THE UNITED STATES. 
BY REV. E. H. GILLETT, 0.0., 


Author of “ Life and Times of John Huss,” “God 
in Human Thought,” “ Ancient Cities and 
Empires,” “ Life Lessons,” etc. 


Two Vols. Each 600 pages. Price $5. 





On its first appearance this History was recog- 
nized by all branches of the Presbyterian family 
asa work of eminent truthfulness and merit, and 
received the warm commendation of their scho- 
lars and periodi 

oan far as the statement of facts are concerned, 

littie change was required in the Revised 
alti tion; but what before was asserted without 
cation, as to the relation and os the 

two partes 1 in times of nt noe and a, 


by 
a assertion was tor as ‘sterically 


or just is alone made responsible for it. In’ eles 
words, the historian has allowed each party to 
speak for itself, representing its own views, waile 
the reader is lett at nmin the On ony his own con- 
clusions. Please 

JOHN A, Avent 


Business Superintendent. 


A NEW MUSICAL ERA!! 


ALL CAN LEARN TO SING. 
The most Natural and my 4 Seams of Sipate yet 


time of ——- 
a na ee Ee ee ee ee Oe 
ew gee e . 


" Satan seoln, ame GEMS. 
‘pages mailed free. "Teachers wanted = 
mil 
LERS' BIBLE & PUBLISHING HOUSE, 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL APPLIANCES. — 

















10 —— #0 300 
10 —— 4 300 
10 —— 4 300 
10 —— 4 —— 300 
10 40 —— 300 
TEN KINDS OF 


TEACHERS’ 


International Periodicals. 


FORTY KINDS OF 


SCHOLARS LESSON PAPERS 


On the International Lessons, and 


CHILDREN’S ILLUSTRATED PAPERS. 


THREE HUNDRED 


New Library Books. 


AT THE 


Sunday-School Book and Paper Store, 
40 Winter Street, Boston. 
EBEN SHUTE. 


UNDAY-SCHOO 


LIBRARIES. 


CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED. 
Don’t fail to include our Publications. 
WARREN &4 WYMAN, 

744 Broadway, N. Y. 











EVERY MAN should wear 


" y ad 

to ¢ n, Students, 
and all teesate of seden- 
tary habits. For sale by 
dealers generallv, and by 
Cleve’d Shoulder Co. 

Cieveland, Ohio. Send 
postpaid on receipt of 
yt 60 = Cheat measure. 


PRATT'S PATENT BRACE. 





— 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


10 FINE STEEL ENGRAVINGS, 


» by 12, in a handsome Portfolio, sent peepee on 
eceipt of $2.00. For Centre Table or for Framin 


Catalogue of Engrav ines sent free on application, 
: 25 Bond New York. 


eS Fy ILLUSTRATED HOME 

MAGA i he “The Household M 

zine of America.” © Serial ¥tories in 1 
“RAG LESOLIT PE * by Ra Julia C. A 
Dorr; and ** Mina 1AM,” T. 8. Arthur. 
BUTTERICK’S Newest Worms in every 
number. TExms $250 per year; 3 copies for 96,50, 
Splendid Book offers and Premiums, Specimen 
number or ta. 
T. &. ARTHUR & SON, Philadelphia, Pa. 


BRET HARTE’S NOVEL, 
“GABRIEL CONROY,” 


Begins in SCRIBNER’s MONTHLY FOR NOVEMBER. 
The opening ig said bv the critics to be very 
powerful. it is a terrible picture ots a starvin 
camp. This is the suthor's’ rst novel, and it is 
expected to attract wide attention, both in this 
country and in Europe. The edition of Novem- 
RER SCRIBNER Will be 75,000 copies, to be issued 
‘October 20th. 


SWAN QUILL ACTION ! 


SPENCERIAN 


STEEL PENS. 


These Pens are comprised in 15 numbers; of 
one number alone we sold more than 


6,000,000 
in 1874, 


and the sale is continually increasing. 

They are of superior English make, and are 
justly celebrated for their elasticity, durability, 
and oe of point. For Sale by the tr 

ne 
ora TO accommodate those who may wish totry 
these pens, we will send a ‘~~ Card, contain- 
ing all of the 15 numbers, by mail, on receipt of 
25 cents. 


IWISON, BLAKEMAN, TAYLOR & CO., 
__138 & 140 GRAND STREET, N.Y. 


BVANGELICAL, = 
UNSECTARIAN, 
OUTSPOKEN 


The oldest, the most influential, and by 
far the most widely circulated Sunday- 





school newspaper in the world is 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


No other Sunday-school periodical haa such 
a corps of correspondents as this. None 
other can offer to Sunday-school workers 
such yaried and valuable aid in the pre- 
paration of their lessons, week by week, 


and in their other duties in and out of Sun- 
day-school. 


For more than sixteen years this has 
been the leading Sunday-school newspaper 
of the world. It is still in advance, keep- 
ing pace with the rapid progress of the 
Sunday-echool cause. Its columns supply 
the freshest and best material in the line of 
Sunday-school Intelligence, Expositions of 
the International Lessons, Hints to Super- 
intendents, Suggertions to Teachers, Coun- 
sels to Parents, Words to Children at Home. 
Indeed the paper which gives the best help 
to all who would study or teach the Bible— 
whether as pastors, as Sunday-achoo! teach- 


era, or as Christian parents, is 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES, 


Published every Saturday at 83 a year, 
in advance, (With large reductions to Clubs, 
as per published Tesms.) 


THE SUNDAY -SCHOOL TIMES. 
4 INSURANCE. 


Provident Life and Trust Company, 
OF AAG TAI 
ASSETS - - - - - OVER $3,000,000. 
Similar = the “ Friends’ Provident,” of Eng land. Risks not confined to Friends. Low rates of 
Mortality. Prudent, straightforward, and economical management, Strictly Mutual. 
Business Men Wanted as Agents. 


AMERICAN 
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


OF PHILADELPHIA. i 
Aoutheast Corner of Fourth and Walnut Streets. 











1825. 1875. 
THE PENNSYLVANIA 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA. 
INCORPORATED 1825. 


Established 1850. pase . 

Assets, January 1, 1875, $4,793,444.53. pital, $400,000.00. - - Assets, $1,572,139.92. 

TRUSTEES JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 

George W. Hill, Philip B. Mingle, WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 
Alexander Whilidin, Hon. Alex. G, Cattell. ——--—~- —_———_—_—____— - 
George Nugent, Isaac Hazlehurst, HE PENN M U1 TUAL LIFE IN- 
Hon. James Pollock, Jaraes L. Claghorn, SURANCE COMPANY OF PHILA- 
W. J. Howard, Henry K. Bennett DELPHIA.— Assets Accumulated, $4,875,563.34. 
Albert ©. Roberts, L. M. Whilidin, The Penn is a purely MUTUAL COMPANY. Ali 


ofits surplus premiums are returned to the mem- 
bers every . thus — insurance at the 
lowest possible rates. All policies non-forfeitable 
for their value. Endowment policies issued at 
life rates. wwe WANTED. Apply to 
8. STEPHENS, Vice President, 
No. 921 ‘Chestnut 8t.,  Philad’a a, » Pa. 


John Wanamaker. 
ma” Charter Perpetual. “Ge 
GEORGE W. HILL, President. 
JOHN 8, WILSON, Secretary: 
JOHN ©. SIMS, Actuary. 











_UNDERTAKERS. MISCELLANEOUS. 





A.COPP & co. 
Senora! Farbiening ‘eeussukons 
—4% VINE STREET — 


| Sams JAMES McKNIGHT, 
2010 Fairmount Av. | Porpishing Undertaker 


WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON. 
Furnishing Undertakers, 
No. 1216 RACE STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, 


Hearse, Costa &c., furnished at the Shortest 
Notice, Personal é atany hour during 
the night or day. W. JAMES ATTWOOD. 





nna 1 re if you are in any way in- 


OR HONEY 


BE with pleasure send you a sample copy of 
our“ GLEANINGS IN BEE CULTURE.” Simply ite 
your address plainly on a postal card, and address 

A. 1. ROOT, Medina, nr 


CANARY BIRDS. 


MILLAR’S BIRD TONIC, Di coataine ingredients 
necessary to the health of all Canaries, and 
is an almost certain cure for the ird Asthma. 


= by mail, 40 cents. Send stamp to nt for 
circular, D. GRINTON, Seoteunan. 


67 Chippewa St., Buffalo, N. Y. 


DUTCH BULBOUS as, 


HYACINTHS, TULIPS, LILIES, 


and all Bulbs, Plants and Seeds for Fall Planting, 
= or for grow in the house and conserva- 

















MISCELLANEOUS. 








EW YORK via LONG BRANCH ii THE 
NEW JERSEY SOUTHERN LROAD. 
‘are between ae Ronee ng! New York only 

Commencing June 28, 1875. 


Ln apa foot "of Market Street. 
Oey, 7. New York, Long Branch, Tucker- 











tam Bx Express, for New York, Long Branch perma mtr ‘an free. 
Ocean grove.” - DREER, 
que Pa wee — York, Long Branch, Ocean Seedsman and Florist, Philadelphia. 
Exprom, for Loos Branch, Ocean Grove, Tuck- — ASAE See 
erton R.R., Bete me, Barnegat and Tuckerton. 
Ligand 3.38 ra leave Hew York, Pier 6, 4.2. £6 ax. ie LARGE CHURCH ORGAN, 
cars through to Sandy Hook on 8.30 a.m. | 24 sto — a of keys, 16 feet pedal, for sale 
or to J. BUFFINGTON, 131 8. Eleventh St. 
Ticket offices—No. 700 Chestnut Street, and 
ge ee 
Long Branch, to Sunday schools and Churches. EGYPTIAN ‘ROOFING. 
lays. Philadelphia 8 a.m. Returning 
leave Long Branch 5.10 P.M. 
WM. 8. SNEDEN, CHAS. P. McFADDIN, 
Gen’l a Gen’l Ticket Agent 





$15.00 SHOT GUN. 


af double barrel gun, bar or front ection locks ; 
arranted genuine t¢ barrels, an 
shooter or no “Nay with rie Pouch Pt bad ae 





7, 288 Main s 





DR. TAYLOR’S 


ome pts Tooth Paste 


Cleans and beautifies the Teeth without injury 
to the enamel. 


WARRANTED. 
tf ral D s woes et Street, 
che Ta UepOt lada., Pa. 
BY wre DRUGGISTS “68 
PRICE, TWENTY-FIVE CENTS. 
NINETY-NINTH EDITION. 
Containing a complete list list of all the towns in the 
United States, the Territories and the Dominion 
of Canada, having a population greater than 5,000 
according to the last census, together with the 
names of the newspa = having the largest local 
circulation in each o laces named. Also, a 
catalogue of ered a ich are recommended 
to advertisers as giving greatest value in propor- 
tion to prices charged. Also, all newspapers in 
the United States and Canada printing over 5,000 
peotee each issue. Also, all Heione, Agricul- 
|, Scientific and Mechanical, Medical, Ma- 
nie, Juvenile, Educational, Commereial, Insur- 
omen Real Estate, Law, Sporting, Musieal, Fash- 
ion, and other special class journals; very com- 
plele lists. Together with a complete list of of poss 
German papers printed in the United Sta 
Also, an essay upon advertising; many tables sof 
rates, showing the cost of advertising in various 
newspapers, and everything which £, saapagae 12 
advertising g would like to know. 
GEO. P. ROWELL & pon 


LESS THAN ONE-HALF THE COST. 
FOR STEEP OR FLAT ROOFS. 


Can be omnes P by inexperienced persons. 
Turned out by machirery. A finished = | 
ready to lay on the building, warranted ten y 

Send for circular and sample. AGENTS WANTED. 


MORSE & MINER, Manufacturers, 
105 N. Fourth Street, Philadelphia, 


shipped to an As. of the coun also 
dealers em One Ply, and Triple Thick Tarren 
Roofing Felt, 3 cents per pound. Oxide Roofing 
Paint for Felt, Tin, and Shingled Roofs, 40 cents 
per gallon. Pitch $3 per barrel. 
PHILADELPHIA, June 7, 1875. 
Messrs. Morse & MINER: 
atti The roofs of the three houses, Nos. 135, 
and 139 Noble Street, which was covered 
with your Egyptian Roofing three years ago, are 
in perfect condition now, ave required nothing 
done to pam, and are ge satisfactory. 
L. C. CLEEMAN, Attorney at Law 
No. 16 South Third Street. 











a day guaranteed using our Wel) 
Auger & Drilis. $i! a@ month 


$25: to good Agents, auger book 
free. Jila Auger Co., 8t. Louis, Mo. 


pa ic 


i BX @ 3% 8 E> iets a 








41 Park Row, New York 








[Getober 23, pare. 


MM (ISCELLANEOUS. 


BLACK SILKS 


AT RETAIL, 





ONE THOUSAND PIECES. 


Which will be sold at Lower Prices than have 
ever been offered in this City. 


ARNOLD, CONSTABLE & C0,, 


Broadway, Corner 19th St., 
NEW YORK. 


ZIR-H. MACY & CO., 
14th Street & 6th ave. New York. 

The Largest Importers in America of Dolls and 

Toys suitable for Holiday Presents. The LAR- 
GEST RETAIL FANCY GOODS ESTABLISH- 

MENT in New York. 

aa Catal sent free to any address. 

4ay- Orders by mail attended to with special care. 


RS. M. A. BINDER’S OPENING OF 
Winter Bonnets and Hats, Dress Trimmings. 
Laces, Fancy Goods; also Dressmaking, No. 1101 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 











AGENTS WANTED. 





A mosth to Aguas everywhere. Addrem 
Excelsior M’ fg 0., 151 Mick. Av. hicage,iil 


$200 
$1) fins eer ABT at UR 





$5 lo $20 r day at home. Samples worth $1 

ree. STINSON & Co., Portiand, Maine, 
BOYS “Make Money at Home. Transfer, 
Scrap Pictures, Toys, ete. Send two 
— for hited book. J. Jay GOULD, — Mass. 





4 WEEK to Agents, oia and Yome, Male 
Y FREE Ad ocality. Terms and 
Ad Po VicKkERY & Co., 


WANTED! 
A First-Class Business Man, 


WITH SOME EXPERIENCE 


AS A CANVASSER 


TO TAKE CHARGE OF THE 


STATE OF MICHIGAN, 
And Hire and Train Agents, 


I WILL PAY 
A SALARY OR COMMISSION, 


ADDRESS, STATING AGE, EXPERIENCE, 
AND SALARY WANTED, 


W. J. HOLLAND, 
Springfield, Mass. 


AGENTS Vv ANTED, THE CENTENNIAL 

bee po telco of the 

United States my e grand results of 100 years 

of Freedom and . New and complete. 

Over 1000 pages. Iliustrated. Be 7 — 
it, and agents make from $100 to $200 a mon 

Address, J. C. McCURDY & CO. okppadsiphin, Pa 











PURASANE AND PROFITABLE EMPLOY- 
ENT. “ Beautiful!” “ Charming !”’ “Oh, how 
lovely !” “ Whatare they worth,” ete. Such are the 
exclamations of those who see the large, elegant 
new Chromos produced by the European and 
American Onreane Publishing Company. 
one will want them. It uires no tal 
sell the pictures, the ak for themselves. 
cmplap ment rl tnd thts th Wt opening ere 
mp en n 8 the to ever 
offe: to make money. For full partioul <4 send 
stamp for confidential circulars. Address 
F. GLEASON & CO., 738 W: St., Boston. 








Thiel; THE fjfas 
es tis 8 
cL CFMIRACLES | #2: 
een getus Hide 
pHetad JESUS aoa se: 
SS" ilisf a. a. willits, D.D. +4 243 
Pd WANTED \ 4209 


CANVASSERS in every place for the 


[LLUSTRATED CHRISTIAN WEEKLY, 
$2 50 IN ADVANCE, POSTPAID. 

A Treasury of Good Things every week, 
with Beautiful Engravings, published by the 
AMBRICAN TRACT SOCIZTY. 
Applications, accompanied by und 

mendations, may be made to 


Ajeet 





recom- 





H, N. THISSELL, 1512 Chestnut St., Phila. 








